OUR MOST MEMORABLE "PRESS CONFERENCES! 


(Second Edition -1980 to 1997) 
HULK HOGAN: 1980 STEVE AUSTIN: 1996 


“Most peonlelmeet are sniveting "There is So much intappen 
Tie worms who tremble  talentinihiSmonyaME ” 


inmy presence.” _— it's scary.” a 
| 


| RANDY SAVAGE: 1 095. 
Ay mF LY L “Me and Hogan) tration tittle run-in 

a bunch Or years ago, 
but that's ancient history.” 
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The PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts is an essential 
part of your wrestling library. Now in its third printing, 
revised and updated, the 196-page, digest-sized 
1998 edition offers complete PPV, supercard, and 
Clash results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by- 
year history .of the sport ... A comprehensive 
Overview of 1997 ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac has sold out on most news- 
stands each of its first two years, but now the third 


edition is yours FREE if you use the accompanying 
order form! 


SUBSCRIBE TO PW/ TODAY AND RECEIVE ... 

* 13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

° Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

° Four special expanded issues, including the 
100-page “Year-End Achievement Awards” 
and the “PW/ 500” 

° Speedy delivery right to your home 

* And, of course, The 1998 PWI Almanac 
And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PW/ FEATURES 
_PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through 
the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnifi- 
cent full-color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling 
action at its best. PWI includes exclusive features you 
can't get anywhere else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” ... Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial 
“Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . .. Extensive “Ratings” 
. . . Monthly columns by Stu Saks, Bill Apter, Dave 
Lenker, Dave Rosenbaum, and Andy Rodriguez. And 
don't forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the spec- 
tacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $4.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!) and every other special 
we produce throughout the year. 


© Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED \ 
| am enclosing $34.70 for a 13-issue subscription—a 
20% savings off the newsstand price! 

| am enclosing $65.00 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

| wish to receive the 1998 PWI Wrestling Almanac as 
a bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 

to cover postage and handling 

| would like to order the 1998 PW/ Almanac only and 
have enclosed $7 as payment in full 


O 


0 


VISA # 


O 


MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: __/ 


MO/YR 
Signaturg: . a es a eS 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 
Marion, OH 43302 


NAME = ; 


ADDRESS se APT. 


—=—__ 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries; 
$45.10 for 13 issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues 
($130.00 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for 
orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
receive your first issue. 
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HULK HOGAN 
Reprinted from the August 1980 issue 


ANDRE THE GIANT 
Reprinted from the February 1981 issue 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 
Reprinted from the January 1982 issue 


BOB BACKLUND 
Reprinted from the January 1983 issue 


BARRY WINDHAM 
Reprinted from the July 1984 issue 


RICK MARTEL 
Reprinted from the July 1985 issue 


JIM CROCKETT 
Reprinted from the April 1986 issue 


JERRY LAWLER 
Reprinted from the September 1987 issue 


RICK STEAMBOAT 
Reprinted from the October 1988 issue 


PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY 
Reprinted from the July 1989 issue 


STING 
Reprinted from the April 1990 issue 


OWEN HART 
Reprinted from the August 1991 issue 


THE LIGHTNING KID 
Reprinted from the May 1992 issue 


CACTUS JACK 
Reprinted from the December 1993 issue 


CURT HENNIG 
Reprinted from the October 1994 issue 


RANDY SAVAGE 
Reprinted from the May 1995 issue 


STEVE AUSTIN 
Reprinted from the February 1996 issue 


TERRY FUNK 
Reprinted from the September 1997 issue 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


F THERE WERE a magazine called the “SJ Interview Special,” in 

which Sports Illustrated reran some of its most memorable inter- 

views from 1980-1997, it would have a completely different tone 
than the “PWI Interview Special.” Most of the athletes featured in the 
magazine would have been long retired. The careers of most athletes 
playing mainstream sports last between seven and 10 years, and their 
primes are far shorter than that. Wrestlers, on the other hand ... 

Well, just check out some of the names in this issue. Mind you, we 
selected one interview from each of the years 1980 through 1997, and 
most of the subjects are still wrestling and have even held major titles 
within the past year. The career of a wrestler who takes care of himself 
can extend 20 years or longer. Wrestlers continually rework their game 
plans to coincide with their physical abilities. 

Can the same be said of athletes in other sports? How many wide 
receivers who come into the NFL as speedy downfield threats can make 
themselves into possession receivers when their speed begins to wane? 
Not many. By the time a football speedster has realized (or has admitted 
to himself) that he’s lost a step, he’s usually being asked to step into the 
coach’s office—with his playbook. 

I believe what makes pro wrestlers different is the manner in which 
they have to deal with the physical infirmities they face on a regular 
basis. In team sports, when an athlete is injured, he is held out of action 
until he is healthy. While convalescing, he still draws his regular pay- 
check, and thus there is no real reason for him to return to action until he 
is fully healed. Throughout its history, wrestlers have lived by this 
mantra: If you don’t work, you don’t get paid. Of course, this has 
changed in recent years for those wrestlers fortunate enough to be under 
long-term contracts, but most of the wrestlers featured in this issue start- 
ed out their careers as independent contractors with little or no protec- 
tion from their employers. 

If Rick Steamboat pulled a hamstring muscle back in 1981, he could sit 
out a couple of weeks, but he wouldn’t be paid. So guess what he did: He 
wrestled with the pulled hamstring. Which meant that maybe he couldn’t 
get the lift he needed to deliver a flying dropkick. Which meant that, by 
necessity, he'd have to widen his repertoire to remain competitive. By the 
time Steamboat was closing in on retirement, he could no longer perform 
the high-flying moves as well as he had 10 years earlier, but he more than 
compensated for that in his power game and martial arts attack. 

“PWI Interview Special” cannot be classified as a nostalgia magazine. 
It's a study in what shaped the current attitudes of many of today’s top 
stars. We enjoy publishing it and, based on your response to our first 
edition, you enjoy reading it. 

Eat your heart out, S/. 


Stu Saks 
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Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


URS Monday- “Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 
oO s Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http://www.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.co 
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ON FIGURES SUPERSTARS 
By Jakks Toys (1996-1997) New line of WWF Action Figures based on some 
of the most popular WWF Superstars. Each figure has a “Bone Crunching 
Sound" when posed. These action figures are 6" tall. ALL JAKKS FIGURES 
ARE $15.00 EACH OR (ANY 6 FOR $75.00) Choose from: 
Ist Series 
Undertaker #1 + Shawn Michaels #1 (Bive Pants} a 
=. 

R & 
“Stone Cold Steve Austin » Sycho Sid » Rocky Malvia 
Flash Funk © Keo Shamrock » Savio Vega 
Stomp Series 


Bret Hart #1 (BickShit/Prk Penis) * Golddust 

2nd Series 

Vader » Owen Hat + Undertalver #2 

Bret Hart #2 (Red SnirvBick Pants) + Shawn Michaels (Red Outtt) 
rd Series 

Bret Hart #3 © Shawn Michaels #3 * Sid Brifsh Bulldog 

‘Ahmed Johnson * Mankind 

4th Series 

Jerry “The King’ Laer © “Stone Cold” Steve Austin © Fazroog 
dustin» Hawk Bradshaw * Vader #2 * Hunter Hearst Hebnsiey 
Ahmed Johnson * Undertaker » Crush * Ken Shamrock * Austin 
Signature Series 
Hawk #2 + Animal #2 + Goldust 42 * 
Mankind #2 * Hunter Hears! Helmsiey #2 


5th Series 


Stave Austin 3:16 Shirt 


OTHER JAKKS FIGURES 


RINGSIDE COLLECTION 


SUNNY -$10,00 VINCE MCMAHON - $10.00 
SABLE - $10.00 REFEREE - $15.00 


MANAPLO® 


4th Series 2-Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
FEATURED MANAGERS 
Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sultan 
Clarances Mason & Crush, Sable & Marc Mero "Wildman" 


—— 


Bth Series Tag Team 2 Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
LEGION OF DOOM —HEADBANGERS 
NEW BLACK JACKS THE GODWINS 


SLAMMERS ACTION FIGURES SERIES 1 (1998) 


EACH ACTION FIGURE HAS A DEVASTATING FINISHING MOVE AND BONE 
CRUNCHING-ACTION! 


Undertaker (New Outfilt) $10 Goldust$10 Steve Austin (Black Tights) $15 
Bret Hari $10 Mankind $10 Fearoog $10 
Complete set of all 6 Slammer Figuresfor $60.00 Set 
JAKKS LEGENDS SERIES 1 
LEGENDED FIGURES ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCH TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Choose From; 

ANDRE THE GIANT $25 JIMMY SNUKA $20 FREDDIE BLASSIE $20 

CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO $20 Complete set of all 4 Legend Figures for $80 set 


JAKKS RIPPED AND RUTHLESS 


RIPPED AND RUTHLESS ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCHES TALL BOXED FIGURES 


Choose From: 
UNDERTAKER $20 MANKIND $20 GOLDUST $20.00 
STEVE AUSTIN $25 Complete sot of all 4 Ripped and Ruthless for $80 set 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC, 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION 

FIGURES LINES: 

WWF LIN 8 inch Wrestling Figures from 1984-1989 

WWF Hasbro 4 Inch figures from 1990-1995 

WWF Jakks 6 inch Figures from 1996-1997 

WWF Just Toy Bendems 5 figuires trom 1990 

WCW Gallod 4 Inch Figures trom 1290 

WCW San Francisco Toymakers 7 inch Figures from 1994-1997 

CMLL 5 inch mexican Wrestlers trom 1952 

AWA S inch Rlemco Wrestling Figures trom 1986 

SERIES 1 


Each Belt has @ bisck strap with gold medallion 

WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT KINDS AVAILABLE 

1) World Heavyweight Champlonship 2) World Tag Team Championship 

3) Imematonel Char 

WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $5,00 contains: 

1 World Heavyweight Beit 1 International Belt, 2 World Tag Team Belts 

12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20.00 coniains: 

3 World Heavy weight Belts, 3 Intemational Belts, 6 World Tag Team Belts 


SERIES 2 
EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION 
We have 4 Different Kinds Available: 


1) Light yy lobe Chai 


nto, 2) intercontinental Championship, 3} United States 
Championship, 4| Championship 


SERIES 3 

EACH BELT HAS A GREY STRAP WITH GOLD MEDALLION, 

We have 4 Diferant Kinds Available: 

ay i chappionsho, 2) European Championship, 3) Toughman Championship, 4) Allapan 


WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3,00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 
12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS: 3 of each. 


40 PACKS OF BELTS tor $40.09 

You choose tha assortment trom any Series 1, Series 2 or Series 3 

{Simply tel us how many you want of each kind and mals sure t totals 40) 

MAKE YOUR OWN 4 PACK - $8.00 set ot4 MAKE YOUR OWN 12 PACK - $20.00 set of 12 


NEW JAPAN- PRO WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: : 
5 1/2 Inch 


Action Figures 
By New Japan 
Pro-Wrestling Co 
1997-199) 
Finely detailed 5 1/2 Inch action figures are inported from Japan and are based on 
Real Japanese Wrestlers of the New Japn Pro-Wrestling Federation. They are mint in 
there original package and each action figure is articulated at the shoulders, Very rare 


limited quantities!! EW JAPAN PRO WRESTLING FIGURES 
$35.00 each or any 3 for $100.00 or ALL 6 tor $180.00 

CHOOSE FROM: Great Muta # 1(Black Pants) « Masahiro Chono 

Riki Chosyu * Great Muta #2 (Red Pants) * K. Sasaki « S. Hashimoto 


14 INCH TALKING 
UNDERTAKER FIGURE 
(Mint in Box) by Playmates (1997) $50.00 each 

JAKKS ITEMS 


RAW IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 


Comes With: Austin Amed, Faaroog, Mankind, 
Golddust, Helmsiey $25.00 SET 


WRESTLEMANIA ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 

Comes With: Shawn, Bret, Undertaker, Owen, 

Sid, Vader $25.00 SET 


OFFICIAL 
WWF WRESTLING 
MONSTER RING 


BY JAKKS 
(1996) Mint in-Box made to fit 6° Action Figures - $90.00 ea, 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED ie DAY RECEIVED 


ALL ITEMS ARE 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


IN STOCK 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


(1990 - 1994) 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 
**(all mint in package)’ © WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 


All oe in This Section are $15.00 each, 
Tetanka #1 


Fest Serge fing Oa 
Bt Bn nd Bl. a fae 


Fase Fun #2 (oi lk Vea ~ $25.0 8 
Rees arc (ih Puple Vee) obey fred = 0 
Jaks the Snake $20.00 Hug) 


Ted Didiase (in Green Outfit)... 0008 


g WWE HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS 
WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures In each sel) 
bp bey omy tren =n Sane? 


gr 


1996/1997 WWF BEND-EMS 
B sine hag aal $7.00 each or tary 4 figures for $25.00 of any 10 for $8000) 
a bendable figures and are MINT in package 


Desd $7.0 ee Doh. $7.00 ea Bret Hat __ $7.00 ee Razor Ramon . $7.00.02 
Mabel $7.00 ea. 


‘Youoruna —. $7.00 ea, 


British Bulldog .. $7,000. 123Kid —__ $7.0 ea. 
Shaws Michaels $7.00 0a. Abed Jobson — $7.0) 0a. 


Suny... $7.00 6a. Mare Mero $7.00 ea. Psycho Sid. $7.00 8 


Rocky Maiva $7.00 08. Maskind __ $7.00 68. Farooq $7.00 ea. 


Moioal $7.90 ea. Undertalor #2 $7.00 0 Hunter Hitmsiey$7.00 ea 


For 5° Bend-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- 
@m figure. The bottom of this ring converts into a carrying 
case for the Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set 


FAMOUS FIGHTS 2 FIGURE PACKS (Just Toys): 
EACH PACK CONTAINS 2 BENDS EM 5-INCH FIGURES THAT ARE 
PACKAGED IN A SPECIAL FAMOUS DISPLAY BOX. ; 
$10.00 per set or 
All 3 sets for $25 
STEVE AUSTIN VS. BRET HART 


UNDERTAKER VS, MANKIND 
AHMED JOHNSON VS. FAAROOO 


Music 


WWF The hlusic Volume 2 
Contains 15 Otficial 


(i 
IY Sate noms DTA 
others. 


Hogan and 
CD VRBO ac eneemnn 5.00 
Cassette version ____. 5.00 


CO version —...... 23,00 
Cassette version ——.. 17.00 


60 PAGE SCI-Fi AN 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
SUPERHERO nerion ate CATALOG pe i $2.00 
SEND $2.00 FOR ACO 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Owners. 


“Children try, Hulk Hogan 
. Succeeds. | will 


HULK HOGAN 


e is incredible. Muscular, blond, handsome, 
H mean, Hulk Hogan embodies a wrestling rule- 

breaker. Encouraged by evil manager Fred 
Blassie, Hogan embarks upon a course of destruction 
throughout the WWF. However, this extraordinary physi- 
cal specimen voices one overriding goal: the World 
Wrestling Federation championship presently wrapped 
around the waist of Bob Backlund. Interviewing Hogan 
were Managing Editor Bill Apter, Associate Editor Steve 
Farhood, and writing great Matt Brock. 


HULK HOGAN: Guys, take any seat ya want, no sweat. 
BILL APTER: Here good? 

HOGAN: Yeah, sure. ‘Cept Brock. 

MATT BROCK: | showered this morning. 
HOGAN: Still smartin’ from your last visit to 
my hotel room when you used a credit card 
to break in. 

BROCK: Ah, come on, you and Freddy 
understood, come on, big boy, be a sport, 
let me sit on a chair. 

HOGAN: Well... | 

STEVE FARHOOD: He doesn’t mean 
anything, Hulk. (Whispers) Getting 
kind of old. 

BROCK: | heard that. 
FARHOOD: Just trying to help. 
BROCK: A broad once helped me ~ 
like that and | couldn’t go near 
Tulsa for three years. I'll stand. 
APTER: Mr. Hogan, I'd like to 
ask why you chose Fred Blas- 
sie as your manager. 

HOGAN: Whatever I’ve ac- 
complished, | owe to my friend, 
my advisor, the great Fred Blassie. 

Most people | meet are sniveling little worms who tremble 
in my presence. (Stares) Not Fred. He is my mental equal 
and, most importantly, has courage. 

FARHOOD: Has your apparent ease in sweeping through 
WWF foes surprised you? 


tok >. 


HOGAN: I'll admit the 
bums they call wrestlers are 
pretty poor. Thought some- 
one would give me a good 
match. You hear about the 
Putskis and Backlunds, hear 
how good they are and see 
what turkeys they can be. 
BROCK: You really care 
about the others? 

HOGAN: What you mean? 
BROCK: The obvious, 
Hogan. All you really care 
about is compiling the wins 
for that inevitable bout 
against Backlund. Right? 
HOGAN: Right on target, 
Brock. Backlund can only 
run and hide and cry for so 
long until the public pres- 
sure forces him to wrestle 
me. Nerd. Creep. Fans may 
be dumb, but they’ve brains 
enough to realize who the 
top contender is and who 
the next champion will be. 
FARHOOD: How would you wres- 
tle Backlund? 

HOGAN: Without breaking a 
sweat. 

FARHOOD: Your styles are differ- 
ent, though Backlund is very strong. 
HOGAN: Not as strong as me. 
FARHOOD: So you'd try to over- 
power him? 

HOGAN: Try? Children try, Hulk 
Hogan succeeds. | will overpower 
Backlund. | am strong. Also quick- 
er. He has no speed or agility. | 
move like a huge panther, striking, 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Hailed as the most impressive new- 
comer to enter the WWF in years, 
the 6’8” strongman ripped through 
all competition in the spring of 1980 
... Manager Fred Blassie was already 
training him for a shot at WWF 
World champion Bob Backlund. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in 
WWF; No. 7 in Most Hated. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Received 
only two matches with Backlund and 
was defeated each time ... Instigated 
a feud with Andre the Giant, who 


goring, killing. Backlund cannot 
match me in any category, includ- 
ing brains. 

APTER: You're brighter than 
Backlund? 

HOGAN: Freddy’s my secret 
weapon, the final ingredient which 
puts the belt in my hands. Unlike 
that fat slob Skaaland, who couldn't 
find a building in a desert, Blassie is 
brilliant. Our strategy is too won- 
derful for words, so I'll just have to 
put it into action. 

BROCK: Isn’‘t it true you're nothing 
more than a mindless puppet for 


defeated him at Shea Stadium in 
August 1980—in front of 40,000 fans 
on the Zbyszko-Sammartino under- 
card ... Went on to win five WWF 
and four WCW World titles. 
CURRENT STATUS: As WCW 
World champion, he may need to 
deal with several new challengers, 
including Kevin Nash, Dallas Page, 
and Bill Goldberg. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “Many young reporters 
were intimidated by Hogan be- 
cause of his huge size and menac- 


Manager Fred Blassie shows off the 24-inch biceps of his phenomenal new charge, Hulk 
Hogan. A feared rulebreaker, Hogan was closing in on a title shot wih popular WWF World 
champion Bob Backlund. 


Fred Blassie’s ruthless ambitions? 
HOGAN: What you saying, old man? 
BROCK: Isn’t it true you have ab- 
solutely no say over fight strategy? 
HOGAN: No. 

BROCK: Isn’t it true Blassie threat- 
ened to drop your contract if you 
lost a match? 

HOGAN: No, uh, Fred wants a win- 
ner, that’s why he picked me. And I 
don’t like your questions, so get out. 
BROCK: Fine (puts on hat). Had to 
leave anyway. _ 

APTER: Hulk, we'd all like to thank ... 
HOGAN: Just get out. fey 


ing attitude. Not me. | realized 
Hogan relished every opportunity 
to speak to journalists and would 
do almost anything to perpetuate 
his own publicity. That was, and 
still is, his secret to success.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “That just shows how long 
people like Apter have been trying 
to bask in my greatness. Yeah, Ill 
give credit to those dudes at PWI: 
They knew a super-megastar when 
they saw one. Except Brock. Isn’t he 
in a pickle jar now?” 


FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


Linc 
OURS Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 


Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


é EST) Closed Sunday 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http://www.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: FigInc@aol.com 


WWF PHOTOS & POSTERS 


$5.00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) 

(photos are put in a plastic sleave for protection) 

Choose from: 
Vader Brilish Bulldog 
Shawn Michaels Mankind 
Golddust ing Gunns 
Steve Austin#1-4 Legion of Doom ff 
Kane (Fighting Undertaker) \ 

Helmstey and China Sable #1 (back shot) 

Sable #2 (Bikini) 


36,00 aach or (any 2 for $10.00) 
one come rolled and in plastic tor protection) 
hoose from: Sunny The Undertaker 
Shawn Michaels 


WWF Full Color 8x10 
Framed Pictures 


$8.00 each or set of 4 for $25 
Choose from: 
Austin, Undertaker, Sunny 
and Shawn D Generation X 


SUPERSIZE STUFFED 
| = HULK HOGAN DOLLS 
bal: "4 These are Supersize Stulfed Hulk Hogan Dolls 
i) a ’ with a plush body with a detalled face. Hulk is 
cr a Wearing a “Python Power” bandana. 
2 ‘Ya fl. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Dol...... $25.00 ea. 


3'/e ft. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll 
SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18” STUFFED DOLLS 


by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 
They are just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies that 
were put out a few years back, They stand 18 tall, 
Choose from: $25." each or (any 2 for $40,) 
Pierroth or Tinieblas 


NEW 90 MINUTE WRESTLING 
VHS VIDEO BOXED SET 
“THE GLORY DAYS OF WRESTLING - 
The Way It Was 1950's & 1960's” 

6 Fabulous matches containing: Gorgeous George, 
Jesse James, Antonio Rocco, Johnny Valentine, 
Killer Kowalski, Haystacks Calhoun, Nature Boy 

Rogers, Fabulous Kangaroos and more 
$20.00 BOXED VIDEO SET 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE 
GRAB BAG 
Wrestling Eye, Wrestling Fury, PWI, Wrestirig Al Stars, et.c (our choice) 


1990s (any 4 for $10.00) 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00) 


WCW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
11 OFFICIAL THEME SONGS OF THE WCW STARS by Grand Theft Productions (1992) 
Songs included are: “Don’t Step to Ron"; "Man pumas 
Called Sting"; “Mr. Bang Bang”; “Master of the im 
DDT’; “Freebird Forever’; “Simply Ravishing”; 
“Johnny B Bada’ “The Natural’; “The Dragon”: 
“He's Smokin’; “Steinerized” 4 
Factory sealed by Grand Theft Records (1992) = 
Compact Disc version Is $15.00 Jeu 
Cassette Tape version is $12.00 


TRE GLORY DATS OF, 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH, 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


COLLECTISLE PARESTLENG ASSONTMENT 


FRIEZE D™ 
He BRIE FN 
6” WCW WRESTLING FIGURES 


(All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakers 


Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
Johnny B Badd (silver tights) 

Ric Flair (green tights and boots) 
Sting (pink and yellow tights) Laine 
Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt w/ belt) 
Vader #2 (black and red) 


Hulk Hogan (Pre-ring yellow/red outfit) ........ 
et (new black and pink outfit) 

Ric Flair (red tights)...» 

Big Bubba Rogers (black pants and hat) . 
Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) 

Alex Wright (leather jacket/blue tights) .... 
Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (red/yellow) . 
Booker T (from Harlem Beat) 

Stevie Ray (from Harlem Beat) 

The Giant (black tights) 

Complete set of all 10 series 


WCW WRESTLING RING 
(Mint in box) $40.00 each 
with 4 electronic sounds and 
removable steel cage. Ring 
size is 13 1/2” by 13 1/2” 


RARE Limited Edition“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!” 
$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 
Choose from: Blue Bloods! !!! 

Harlem Heat (blue outfits) Nasty Boys (green outfits) 

NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outfits 

WCW MONDAY F 

NITRO 1997 ; i 

7 1/2" Action Figures 

(w/ vibrating action) 
$10.00 each or complete set 

of 8 for $75,00 

Choose from: 
Hollywood Hogan Kevin Sullivan 
Scott Hall Kevin Nash 
The Giant Lex Lugar 
Chris Benoit Sting (wi ai 


SPECIAL TWO FIGURE PACK 
HULK HOGAN & 

DENNIS RODMAN 2PACK 
This is a 2 figure pack that 
includes Hollywood Hogan 
and Dennis Rodman 
$20.00 for set of 2 


1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


WCW MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by 

Cardz Inc, These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, 

Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Arn Anderson, etc. Some packs 

contain randomly inserted autographed cards, 

($2,00 per pack) io icks for $10.00) (36 pack box for $25.00) 

or a set of 100 for $20.00Also Available - Uncut Sheet of 
Cards for $20.00 sheet (great for wall hanging) 


WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 
Kid sized belt buckles styled to look like the real championship belts. 
Opens up to reveal a complete wrestling 

arena with a audience, Each set contains 

1,5 inch tall figures and a WCW sign. 

$12.00 each or (Both Sets for $20.00) 


HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 


Comes with the Hollywood Hogan and 
Sting with removable steel cage 


OTHER WCW CARDS 
Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros., 
Sting, Freebirds, etc. (1991) $10.00 per set 


BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo 100% cotton 

Adult Medium ....... $20.00 ea. Adult Large $20.00 ea, 
Adult X-Large ...... $20.00 ea. Adult XX-Large $22.00 


BADSTREET U.S.A. WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer white workout t-shirt w/ the Badstreet U.S.A. logo. 100% cotton. 
Adult Medium .,..... $20,00 ea. Adult Large... $20,00 €a. 
Adult X-Large ....... $20,00 ea, 


Badstreet U.S.A. Black Baseball Cap... $16.00 6a. 


“OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE (i987) 
Featuring Michael Hayes, the Freebirds and the Badstreet Band, produced by Jimmy 
Papa. A cassette from 1987 by Grand Theft Productions, Great sounding w/ 11 songs 
featuring the ht "Badstrest USA" Factory sealed by Grand Thelt Productions (1987) 


CD or Cassette versions are $15.00 each 


BADSTREET U.S.A. - THE VIDEO (1984) 
VHS format will it any VCR, 2 hour video produced by Jimmy Papa 
a cean  h video. Quality is very good. 

THIS 2 HOUR VIDEO INCLUDES 
~ Starts with the actual music video of “Bad Street USA” 
~ Then showes a PM Magazine TV stow showing the on Jocation footage during 
filming of the video, 

+ Shows highlights from Texas Stadium Strap Match Fresbirds vs. The Von Erichs in a 
6 man tag team match 
+ Shows Freabirds vs Von Erichs the entite 6 man tag team title match all 6 wrestlers 
In the ring at once anything goes. 
~ Shows another 6 man tage team match Freebirds vs. Missinglink, Ackbar and Super 02. 
+ Shows Cindy Lauper with the Freebirds in the WWF debut. 
~ Shows Michael Hayes and the Badstreet bands first musical concert as he ings all 
his hits off “Badstreet USA" Album 
~ Shows parts of another Badstreet concert from a Dallas Night Club 
- Shows another concert where the Von Erichs come on stage which ends in fighting 
on stage. 
~ Shows the second video "Boys are back in town" wilh wrestling highlights end shows 
the behind the scenes taping session. 

PRICE $20.00 PER COPY 


SHIPPING 15 $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER £0 PAGE SCLFIAND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
Hine hed scr | RECEIVED J) SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG (§ CATALOG SEND $2.00 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED fy SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY FaAA COPY, 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Linc.| 
-Fri - .m.-8 p.m. 
Orders/Questions Call- (401) 946-5720 ||HOURS Montay’ Rape fo heat rt on taal Address: FIGURES Inc. 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 (EST) P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


Closed Sunday 
VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http://www.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 
OTHER ITEMS WE CARRY IN OUR WWF T-Shirts by Trinity Co. WWF LIFESIZE 
| tt f STAND-UPS 
’ by Advanced Graphics (1996) 
Lifesize Standups are full color 
and actual size 
M, . Standups are 


36 PAG E Cc ATALOG All T-shirts matie from 100% cotton. All shirts come in adult and kid sizes. 
a $30.00 each. 


Choose from: Shawn Michaels, The Undertaker, Bret Hart, Diesel 


Note: These are only available to our United States customers. We can not 
send these overseas lo olher countries due to size of these, For U.S, custom- 
ers, must give street address (no P.O, boxes). 


WWF TRADING CARDS 


by Topps (1987) Each pack con 


sae 15,00 68, Adult TeShIttS..sccsssseseee 20.00 ea. 
WWF Wallpaper, WWF 
7 Available Sizes Available 
Inflatable Toys, WWF Kids X-Large Adult Medium Adult X-Large 
Bandanas, WWF Pogs Adult XX-Large 


and Slammers, WWF 
Miscellaneous 
Collectibles, Ultimate 
Warrior Comic Books, 
WWF Party Goods, Wrestling Magazines, WCW 
Galoob 1990 Figures, WCW Racing Items, CMLL 
Mexican Wrestling Toys, Original Wrestling Masks, 


Undertaker #2 Undertaker #3 tains 9 picture cards ......... 


c y corny nsenan'$200 per pack or 10 packs for $10.00 
Japanese Pro Wrestling Trading Cards ~ Send $2.00 3 Special Deal - Full factory box of 36 packs ama $2000 
; : >) | WWE Superstars Sticker Packs by Euro Flash 
EF L HEAD Wu ; oA" d (made in italy-1991) Each pack contains 6 tull color stickers {made for the 
f.4 ‘ European Markl) ......irenienn $1.00 per pack or 15 packs for $10,00 
by Cesar Inc. (1997) Classe WWF Trading Card Boxed Ss 
(145 card set) Containing many WWF Superstars like Andre, Hutk, Ut 
FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL WAITION, GHC, seeonrisssieisiennseyionernenrssinsenenneeenne 910/00 Complete set 
‘AND FIT COMPLETELY OVER THE HEAD. Official Classic WWF Trading Card Binder with plastic sheets for 
Shawn Michaels #2 Bret Hart #1 the above 145 card set. This is ke a baseball card binder that con- 


Bret “Hitman” Hart....... $35.00 
Shawn Nichaels .......... $35.00 
SYCHO Kidd .essssssseseessenns $25.00 
Goldust ........ at 
Undertaker. 
Mankind ......0. 


tains enough plastic sheet card protectors 80 you can pul in the entire 
" $5.00 sach 


WWF Action Packed Trading 
Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading catds. These 
are the best type of trading cards made. They look 3-D,Packs ran- 
domly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold Leaf cards, 
Randomly inserted autographed cards of the 
Undertaker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 
PRICES: 
$2.00 per pack Pi for $6.00 
10 packs for $15, 

Le ' . Complete set of all 42 cards for $20.00 
PROFESSIONAL : : “< Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 


WARS TLR TEAR Ash, WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5.00 each or (6 for $20.00) 
4 p - q Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:16, Shawn Michaels, RIP Urn, 

Raw Is War, Shawn Heart, Ahmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of Doom, Sunny, 

WWF Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak Kid, Rocky Maivia 


WWF DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch Chain 
Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 

Choose from: Stone Cold Austin Skull, Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, 
Mare Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 


WWF Keychains are $8.00 each or (2 for $15.00) 
Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, Undertaker RIP Urn, Stone Cold Skull 
and Austin 3:16 logo 


WWF BELT BUCKLES are $20.00 es) 


Marc Mero #1 Owen Hart #1 British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 
More Mero #1 (Adult only) Goldust & Marlena #1 (Adult Only) 
Legion of Doom #1 (Adult only) Head Bangers #1 (Adult Only) 


WWF CHAMPIONSHIP BELT |covering both old and new WWF c a Faaiger™ 
This is a championship belt that |SUPersiars rom the 1070's anc ES : 


has gold ridid plastic 
with soft belt strap (1997) 
$19.00 each One Size Fits All 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


Austin Rattlesnake Austin 3:16 Whoop Ass Stone Cold 


Choose from; Austin 3:16 Logo Belt Buckle, 
Stone Cold Steve Austin Skull Belt Buckle 


WWF Stone Cold Skull Desk Clock 
are $30.00 each 


WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
Austin Bottom Line by Fuble’s Costumes (1998) Childron's Coshenes 
Undertaker - wi jumpsu & mask 
Sma (4-6) ~ $20.00 e.; Medium (8-10) - $20.00 wa 
Large (12-14 +$20,00 ea £ 
em _Brot“Hltman” Hart = ni jumpsuit & mask Large (12-14) - $20.00 en, ~ 


Wrestlemania Championship 
Belt .... $20,00 


et pene WWF AIR 
Wrestling with Rhyme FRESHENERS 
i by Lanny Poffo Shawn DGenX  DGenX Logo Complete set of 4 for $8.00 


THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC. 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE" 

(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 


Set Includes: Undertaker, Steve Austin, Sable and Shawn Michaels 


WWF BASEBALL HATS 


|e Ovi a limited edition copy of this book personally $20.00 EACH 
MOU RBARB _ ssooraphed by Lamy Pto ani brah “Randy mem «1. Austin 3:16 
=~ Macho Man Savage” exclusive for Figures Inc, customers sa ist" . 9. D-Generation X 


ONLY $10,00 EACH! indertaket Buried Alive Austins Do Not Trust 


PAYMENT TERMS: PHONE NUMBERS: SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 9 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. i Fiat eg Ll RECEIVED [M SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG i CATALOG SEND $2.00 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC, sr Ahad A AHATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMEO SEND $2,00 FOR A COPY FOR A COPY 


NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 
30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 
1-401-946-8492 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
Copyright Owners. 
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ndre the Giant is a big man in every 
A sense of the word. Not only in size, 

but in kindness, strength, and intelli- 
gence. All across the globe, the name of 
Andre stands side-by-side with principles of 
integrity. Fans flock to his side. And Andre 
never refuses a fan’s request. This great man 
has fallen victim to one painful syndrome: 
never winning a major championship. In the 
following interview, conducted by Associate 
Editors Gary Morgenstein, Stu Saks, and 
Steven Farhood, Andre discusses his career. 


ANDRE THE GIANT: | would like to thank 
you writers for having me on “Press 
Conference.” 

GARY MORGENSTEIN: You're quite wel- 
come, Andre. As someone who wrestles all 
across the nation, you're uniquely qualified to 
give a perspective on each area. Let's start 
with your feelings on the AWA. 

ANDRE: Well, I share the sentiments of all 
wrestlers when | say how delighted | was to 
see Verne Gagne regain the title from that 
Nick Bockwinkel person. Verne is a true 
champion and a fine man. He will do much to 
restore the principles of fairness and decency 
to the title. For anyone who has had to watch 
Bockwinkel disgrace the title all these years, 
Gagne’s victory was quite heartwarming. 

STU SAKS: There is some talk Bockwinkel is 
plotting a sinister plan to regain the title. 
ANDRE: I wouldn’t put it past that man. 
STEVE FARHOOD: What would your reaction 
be, if any, should Bockwinkel seek to regain 
the title by treacherous means? 

ANDRE: | would be available, as | always am, 
to help any friend if a devious man tries to 
trick him. But we must wait and see what 
Bockwinkel is planning. 

MORGENSTEIN: You have had your encoun- 
ters with some of the more famous WWF rule- 
breakers, notably Capt. Lou Albano and his 
tag team champs, The Samoans. 

ANDRE: Yes, well, | do not like Albano. He is 
a liar and a cheat. And I do not think his 


strategy is so good. He is a very 
overrated manager. What he does 
best is interfere, and | do not think 
he should receive credit for break- 
ing the rules. 

SAKS: Is there any rulebreaker man- 
ager you respect? 

ANDRE: No. How can you respect 
a cheat? 

FARHOOD: How would you rate 
The Samoans? 

ANDRE: As champions, they horri- 
fy me because they have no respect 
for the rules. But you must credit 
them for success. They came back 
after losing. They are very danger- 
ous and very mean. But they will 
not be champs for long. 
MORGENSTEIN: A threat or pre- 
diction? 

ANDRE: | promise my fans a tag 
team which will destroy The 
Samoans. 

MORGENSTEIN: Is Andre included 
in that tag team? 

ANDRE: Maybe. 

FARHOOD: Let's talk about the 
NWA. In the past, you and NWA 
champion Harley Race have had 
your share of bitter wars. But always, 
Race deprives you of victory. 
ANDRE: Harley Race is a very 
underrated man. By this, | mean he 
has no end to the tricks and ways 


he can cheat a man 
out of deserved victo- 
ry. Many times, as 
you say, | have won 
the title only to be 
robbed. Sometimes | 
think | will stop 
wrestling Race. Then | 
realize my obligation 
to my loyal fans and 
know | must continue 
going after Race, no 
matter how painful 
the frustrations. 
FARHOOD: Do you 
think your extensive 
travels may deprive 
you of a title? 
ANDRE: Long ago, | 
had to make a serious 
choice. Either | would 
stay in one area and 
concentrate exclu- 
sively on trying for 
the title in that re- 
gion, or | would travel 
the world. To stay in 
one area is quite self- 
ish. I felt | owed it to 
my fans to wrestle 
everywhere. 

SAKS: But you said you owed it to 
your fans to try and win a title? 
ANDRE: Yes. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
After 17 years in the sport, Andre 
began receiving criticism for his 
failure to win a world title ... Both 
NWA World champion Harley 
Race and-AWA World champion 
Nick Bockwinkel had recently 
saved their titles via disqualification 
or countout—and a shot at WWF 
World champion Bob Backlund 
seemed an impossibility ... Was 
Andre spreading himself too thin? 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No, 1 in 
Most Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Con- 
tinued to appear around the world, 
instead of staying in one promotion 
.. His frustration became a 
seething rage when Killer Khan 


injured his left ankle in May 1981 
... Desperate to win a world title, 
he conspired with Ted DiBiase to 
cheat Hulk Hogan out of the WWF 
belt on February 5, 1988 ... He 
died on January 27, 1993. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Stu 
Saks): “Andre’s kindness was 
directly proportional to his size. 
Although he was hailed as a hero 
all around the world, it was sad to 
see that Andre couldn’t overcome 
territorial politics and become a 
world champ. Andre deserved bet- 
ter than that. His bitterness and 
outrageous actions in later years 
just compounded the tragedy. But, 
in this interview, it’s obvious that 
Andre was a class act.” 


Andre applies a wristlock on Jimmy Snuka as he and 
Michael Hayes oppose Snuka and Terry Gordy in Georgia. 
The Giant unselfishly traveled the world, offering adoring 
fans an opportunity to see his unique abilities. 


SAKS: Can you possibly do both? 
ANDRE: | honestly don’t know. It is 
a very difficult chore | set for 
myself. | do not know. 
MORGENSTEIN: Are you pleased 
with the violent trends in profes- 
sional wrestling? 

ANDRE: No, no. Too many wres- 
tlers take the easy way out. They 
forget you must work yourself into 
great shape and practice maneu- 
vers. And they seem obsessed with 
winning at any cost. No, | would 
like to see more fair play in 
wrestling. 

FARHOOD: What can Andre the 
Giant do to stop that trend? 
ANDRE: Steve, | do not know. 
Sometimes | get very discouraged 
seeing all the violence around me. All 
1 can do is go about wrestling in my 
own way and hope to set an example 
in my own humble manner. More 
than that, short of declaring war on 
all rulebreakers, | do not know. 
MORGENSTEIN: Andre, thank you. 
ANDRE; Thank you, gentlemen. [) 
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true superstar in the world of wres- 
Aline: Larry Zbyszko not too long ago 

disappeared from the view of fans all 
around the world. Recently, however, he has 
decided to come out of a short self-imposed 
“retirement” in order to wrestle once again. 
In this interview, conducted by Editor-in- 
Chief Peter King and Associate Editors Steve 
Farhood and Craig Peters, Zbyszko talks 
about why he’s been away from wrestling for 
so long, and what his plans are now that he’s 
returned. 


PETER KING: It’s good to have you here at “Press 

Conference,” Larry, how’ve you been? 

LARRY ZBYSZKO: Thanks, Peter, it’s great to be here. 

I’ve been real well. You know, it’s good for you to take a 

break every once in a while; that’s what I’ve been doing 

these recent months, just taking it easy. 

STEVE FARHOOD: Is it true that you’ve been spending 

these last months in intensive training preparing for your 
eventual return to the ring? 

ZBYSZKO; Well, let me just say that yes, | am 
going to be returning to professional wrestling 

once again, and that yes, | have been doing a 

little bit of physical training and preparation 
recently, but nothing you could call “inten- 
sive.” 

CRAIG PETERS: But we’ve talked to people 
who say that you are working on special 
maneuvers designed particulary to capitalize 
on the weaknesses in Bob Backlund’s style. Is 
that true? 

ZBYSZKO: Look, if you were going to make a 
play for the championship, you would go into 

that ring with assurance that you were not 

going to lose, am | right? When I go into that 
ring eventually against Backlund, I’m going to be 
prepared. I’m going to be so prepared, that 
squeaky-clean chump won’t even know what hit 
him. 
KING: You sound awfully determined to take away 
that belt of his. 
ZBYSZKO: You better believe it. Listen, buddy, I’ve retired 
that spaghetti-bender Sammartino, I'll retire Backlund. He'll 


be the youngest “champion” ever to 
retire from professional wrestling. It 
will set an example for any of these 
other bozos who think that they can 
step into the ring with me and push 
me around. The fact is, they step into 
the ring with me, they'd better be 
ready to get abused themselves. 
PETERS: You say you retired Sam- 
martino? Seems to me that he still gets 
into the ring from time to time. 
ZBYSZKO: Yeah, he calls it semi- 
retirement. I call it cowardice. Just 
look at the record, it shows that he 
always seems to go into hiding 
when I’m around. He’s running 
scared, that’s all. He is outright 
afraid of what might happen to him 
if he stays. If you ask me, it is a 
smart move. He is long past his 
prime ... and even in his prime he 
was no good. So how do you expect 
a decrepit old man like that to be 
able to hold his own in the ring? 
The answer is simple: He can’t. | 
managed to destroy that old man 
down to the point where he has no 
other choice than to run from me. 
FARHOOD: What about Bruno Jr.? 
ZBYSZKO: Same as his old man. 
FARHOOD:; | don’t understand, 


Zbyszko was heavily courted by veteran managers like Fred Blassie, but the “New 
Living Legend” would ultimately choose to make his return on his own. 


ZBYSZKO: I'll cause him to do the 
same thing as his old man, retire 
because he physically can’t wrestle 
anymore. Just wait. 

KING: Just to change the subject a 
little, Larry. There’s been a lot of 
speculation as to whether or not 
you'll be utilizing the services of a 
manager when you finally do make 
your return. What's the story there? 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Soon after losing to his mentor, 
Bruno Sammartino, in a steel cage 
match at Shea Stadium, he had 
retreated into a brief retirement ... 
He resurfaced in late-1981 and tar- 
geted WWF World champion Bob 
Backlund, while also promising to 
settle the score with Sammartino. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: Unrated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: His short- 
lived stint in the WWF didn’t pro- 
duce a title ... Proclaiming himself 
“The New Living Legend,” he trav- 
eled to Georgia and bought the 
National title from Killer Brooks for 
$25,000, only to be stripped of the 
championship ... Later won two 
AWA World titles. 

CURRENT STATUS: Is a commen- 
tator on WCW Monday Nitro and a 
staunch critic of the NWO, particu- 


larly Scott Hall and Eric Bischoff. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Craig 
Peters): “Zbyszko showed a passion- 
ate dislike for men like Backlund 
and Sammartino, yet he was very 
courteous to the three of us, who 
were asking him some tough ques- 
tions. People thought Zbyszko was 
out to destroy the sport's heritage. | 
think the opposite was true. He was 
obsessed with being part of it.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “As a young rebel, | want- 
ed to tear down the whole ‘good 
ol’ boy network’ that had dominat- 
ed wrestling for too long. That’s 
what the NWO claims to be doing 
right now. | don’t think so. If you're 
going to destroy a legend, then you 
have to be ready to become a leg- 
end yourself. Those NWO stooges 
don’t appreciate the concept.” 


ZBYSZKO: Well, Peter, I’ve thought 
it over and I've decided for sure that 
I.don’t need a manager. | don’t need 
someone telling me what to do, 
when to do it, and how ... I’m my 
own man in the ring, I’m brilliant, 
and I’m my own boss. | know myself 
better than any manager could ever 
hope to, and I’m confident that I'll 
be able to guide myself to the point 
where that belt around Backlund’s 
waist will soon be around mine. 
PETERS: There are a lot of obstacles 
in your way, though. What about 
being able to handle wrestlers like 
Rick Martel or Tony Atlas? 
ZBYSZKO: Are you kidding me? 
Amateurs, rank amateurs compared 
to me. Martel doesn’t know a toe- 
hold from a bodyslam, and the only 
trouble with Atlas might be that if | 
ever got him into a headlock, it 
wouldn’t matter, it wouldn’t have 
any effect because he’s got nothing 
between his ears anyway. 

KING: Well, we’re just about out of 
time here, Larry. Is there anything 
else you would like to say to the 
people reading this magazine? 
ZBYSZKO: Only that if they’re big 
fans of Backlund, or that wimpy 
Bruno Jr., they're in for a big disap- 
pointment. 

KING: Larry Zbyszko, thanks for being 
here with us on “Press Conference.” 
ZBYSZKO; My pleasure, Peter. [1 
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Backlund is quickly approaching its fifth 

anniversary. In a controversial decision back 
on February 20, 1978, Backlund won the crown from 
Superstar Billy Graham. Following years in seclusion, 
Graham has returned to reclaim the belt he feels was 
stolen from him. We sent Associate Editors Rich Countis 
and Steve Farhood, along with Editor-in-Chief Peter King, 
to speak with Backlund about his most important title 
defense to date. It is important to note that at the time this 
interview was held, Backlund still had two weeks of 
training remaining prior to his first scheduled meeting 


T= WWF heavyweight title reign of Bob 


with Graham. 


PETER KING: | want to thank you, 
Bob, on behalf of everyone at Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated and all our read- 
ers, for taking the time out of your 
training schedule to speak with us. 
BOB BACKLUND: My pleasure, 
Peter. | read your magazine every 
month, and I always enjoy it. I’m glad 
to be interviewed by you people. 
RICH COUNTIS: Bob, you're pre- 
paring yourself to face the man you 
took the WWF belt away from so 
many years ago. What is running 
through your mind as you train? 
BACKLUND: Well, Rich, of course 
| am well aware of the fact that 
Graham is going to be ready for 
me. He’s a strong man, he’s experi- 
enced, and he’s been in training for 
almost as long as I’ve been champi- 
on. | think about that, | think about 
how angry he must be about the 
title and about how the belt isn’t 
around his waist. | can’t fault him 
for that, because that’s how he 
feels, and he’s going to be carrying 
those feelings into the ring with 
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him. So as | train, | think of how 
ready he will be to try and defeat 
me, and it gives me an incentive to 
train that much harder. 

STEVE FARHOOD: Do you think 
the fact that Graham had been out 
of wrestling for four years before 
beginning a comeback will affect 
his performance in the ring during 
your matches together? 
BACKLUND: Well, it might. That’s 
a good point you bring up, Steve, 
because wrestling in front of thou- 
sands of people is much different 
than working out in a gym or 
wrestling with a sparring partner. 
It’s one thing to be involved in a 
training program, but it’s another 
thing entirely to be able to apply 
that program against an opponent 
in the ring. I’m involved in a train- 
ing program, this is true, and I’m 
working very hard at it. But where 
Graham has been training for the 
last four years or more, I’ve been 
out there in front of the fans de- 
fending my title week after week. 


COUNTIS: Do you think that this 
will give you an edge when you 
finally meet Graham in the ring? 
BACKLUND: I really don’t know. 
I’m not even concerning myself 
with trying to get an edge over any 
abilities Graham may have. | real- 
ize that Graham is a strong man, 
and he’s got all sorts of new kung- 
fu moves, but | can’t center my 
training completely around what 
Graham says he may or may not do 
in the ring. | just have to work to 
make myself the strongest possible 
wrestler I can be. 

KING: How, then, is your training 
regimen structured? 

BACKLUND: Well, | work a great 
deal on developing my stamina and 
my endurance. | feel my basic skills 
are strong enough to handle any 
contender, as long as | can last 
long enough in the ring to be able 
to apply those skills. 

COUNTIS: Well, your main worry 
will be Graham's newfound mas- 
tery of kung-fu, correct? 
BACKLUND: No, not really. I’ve 
wrestled men who have kung-fu 
knowledge. | defended my title 
against Mr. Fuji, Mr. Saito, Inoki in 
Japan, and most recently in Japan 
against Tatsumi Fujinami. So I’m 
not unfamiliar with the martial arts 
as they apply to wrestling. 
FARHOOD: Does that bother you, 
that people forget these other 
matches and say that you have a 
very tough match ahead because of 


Graham's knowledge of martial arts? 
BACKLUND: In a way. | wish that 
wrestling fans would remember 
certain things more than they do, 
but I can’t complain much. | sup- 
pose the fans take into account 
things that we who actually wrestle 
don’t often consider, and vice 
versa. I’m not worried so much 
about the martial arts factor as | 
am worried about Graham’s lust 
for vengeance. But I’m confident 
that as long as I’m able to carry the 
match to the distance that I'll be 
able to successfully defend my title. 
KING: Well, we want to wish you 
all the luck in the world. 

BACKLUND: Well, thank you, 
Peter. I’m just going to work on my 
stamina, work on my endurance, 
and do my best. That's really all | 
can expect myself to do, and it’s all 
I can be expected to do. When that 
bell rings, each of us is going to be 
ready, each of us will be trying to 


Full of bitterness over 
his tainted loss to 
Backlund in 1978 (left), 
Superstar Billy Graham 
vowed revenge five 
years later. Having 
beaten Antonio Inoki in 

Japan (below), Back- 
) lund felt he was well- 
prepared for Graham's 
newly developed exper- 
tise in martial arts. 


defeat the other, but only one man 
can walk out of that ring with the 
championship belt around his waist. 
Graham is as determined as | am to 
be that man, but we'll just have to 
wait and see, we'll just have to wait 
until that bell rings, and then we'll 
be able to determine who is the 
better man and who deserves to 
wear the championship belt. Oo 


WHY HE. WAS INTERVIEWED; 
Nearing his fifth anniversary as WWF 
World champion, he braced for the 
challenge of the man he defeated for 
the title: Superstar Graham ... There 
were doubts whether he could sur- 
vive the wrath of Graham, who had 
been training in seclusion for five 
years and claimed Backlund cheated 
to win the title in the first place. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in 
WWF; No. 2 Most Hated. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: He weath- 
ered the storm of Graham’s challenge, 


but it was one of the most vicious 
feuds of his long title reign ... Graham 
destroyed Backlund’s WWF title belt 
... Backlund lost the championship to 
The lron Sheik one year later. 
CURRENT STATUS: Residing in 
Connecticut and studying to be a 
stockbroker. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Rich 
Countis): “Backlund’s greatest 
strength was that he considered 
every challenge to be very serious 
and he trained as if his entire career 
depended on it, no matter who the 


opponent was. The upstanding and 
proud Bob Backlund is the one | 
will always remember.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “Back when | was WWF 
World champion, people appreciat- 
ed intelligence, honesty, and pride. 
What do you have today? A beer- 
guzzling, foul-mouthed cretin like 
Steve Austin as champ. That’s what 
happens when the plebians have too 
much control. Mr. McMahon should 
do everything in his power to find a 
suitable replacement.” 
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| “The NWA officials 
pr sadly mistaken if 


BARRY WINDHAM 


Ithough some insist he never 

left, Barry Windham has re- 

turned to Florida. Windham 
claims that he left the area after being 
publicly humiliated by Cowboy Ron 
Bass on a Championship Wrestling 
From Florida broadcast. The winner of 
the. televised match between Wind- 
ham and Bass would earn possession 
of the saddle given by Dusty Rhodes’ 
mother to Rhodes’ childhood friend, 
Bass. Rhodes, now an enemy of Bass’, 
could not in good conscience take 
back his mother’s gift, so Windham 
volunteered to carry out the task. 
Windham won the match, but his cel- 
ebration would not last long. With 
help from J.J. Dillon and One Man 
Gang, Bass attacked Windham after 
the match. Then, with Windham 
unable to defend himself, Bass 
strapped the saddle on his back and 
rode him around the ring. 

After that incident, Windham left 
Florida, supposedly to tour Japan. 
Suddenly, a masked wrestler named 
Dirty Yellow Dog appeared on the 
scene. The similarities in wrestling 
style and in purpose were too obvious 
to doubt that he and Windham were 
the same man. Dirty Yellow Dog 
devoted all his energies to getting the 
saddle back from Bass, and finally suc- 
ceeded. He then unmasked, and, to 
the surprise of very few, turned out to 
be Windham. Windham has since 
denied that he was the man under the 
mask. With Managing Editor Stu Saks 
and Assistant Editor Dan Shocket, 
Windham discussed the identity of 
Dirty Yellow Dog and his designation 
as number-one contender in Florida. 
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Windham, one of the sport's 
hottest young stars, drops an 
elbow on Harley Race. 


DAN SHOCKET: Mr. Windham, 
you cannot deny that you and Dirty 
Yellow Dog are the same person. 
BARRY WINDHAM: Why not? | 
already have denied it. 

STU SAKS: | think what Dan means 
is that the fans and some members 
of the press have speculated that 
you and Dirty Yellow Dog are the 
same person, based upon similari- 
ties in physical makeup, in wres- 
tling style, in hair color, and in the 
way you both walk and talk. You 
have to admit that you and the 
Yellow Dog have a lot in common. 
Dan just has a different method of 
presenting the facts. 

SHOCKET: | call it honesty. 
WINDHAM: You don’t have to 
explain, Stu. | know Shocket’s style. 
1 read his column. I'll tell you, 
though, I’m tired of denying that | 
am Dirty Yellow Dog. 

SHOCKET: So why don’t you stop 
denying it? 


WINDHAM: Because it’s just not 
true. 

SAKS: Barry, there was a particular 
instance in Miami, after Dirty 
Yellow Dog defeated Ron Bass to 
regain the saddle you had tried to 
take from Bass earlier, that the Dog 
took off his mask, and you were 
under it. It’s pretty difficult to refute 
that kind of evidence. 

WINDHAM: I can explain that situ- 
ation. When | came back to 
Florida, | wanted my first match to 
be against Bass. | knew that J.J. 
Dillon would make some excuse to 
prevent the match. He’d probably 
say that | had to earn the match, 
because | was gone from Florida so 
long. So | came back, and worked 
out a deal with Dirty Yellow Dog. I 
put up the money so that he could 
pay Ric Flair for his contract to 
wrestle Bass. That night, | was 
Dirty Yellow Dog, but that was the 
only night, and it was only because 


of the arrangement between me 
and the Dog. 

SHOCKET: You made a deal with 
the man, so | assume that you know 
who he is. 

WINDHAM: You assume wrong. I 
never saw him without the mask 
on. I’ve heard people say that he 
might be Robert Fuller, but | don’t 
know for sure. 

SHOCKET: Come on, Windham, 
don’t you think you owe the read- 
ers of this magazine the truth? 
These are the people who come to 
the arenas and pay money to watch 
you wrestle. These are the people 
who put food on your table. 
WINDHAM: You know, it isn’t as if 
the Dog has disappeared from Flor- 
ida. He’s scheduled to wrestle Ron 
Bass soon in a dog collar match. 
SAKS: Will you be appearing on that 
card also? 

SHOCKET: Sure he will, against 
Ron Bass in a dog collar match. 
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This is getting ridicu- 
lous. Stu, the man is 
handing us a line. 
WINDHAM: I don’t 
know if I’ll be on that 
card or not, Stu. If | 
am, the fans might 
get a chance to see 
Yellow Dog and me 
together. Then maybe 
Mr. Shocket’s curiosi- 
ty will be satisfied. 
SAKS: You returned 
to Florida and soon 
thereafter, Barry, you 
were made the num- 
ber-one Florida con- 
tender for the NWA 
World title. Many 
people said that this 
happened too quickly 
after your return ... 
SHOCKET: ... and | 
agree with them. 
Don’t you agree, Bar- 
ry, that you were des- 
ignated number-one 
contender based on 
the performance of 
Dirty Yellow Dog, 
who, in fact, the NWA 
and Florida officials 
all believe, and right- 
fully | might add, was 
Barry Windham? 
WINDHAM: | disagree. | am very 
proud to be the top contender, and 
I believe that | deserve that desig- 
nation. I earned it. The work | have 
done in the past year, not the last 


Windham, 


Dirty Yellow Dog, 
whose style, build, 
and mannerisims 
were oh so similar 
to those of Barry 
traps 


Ron Bass in an 
abdominal stretch. 


two months, is what got me the 
title shots. The NWA officials are 
sadly mistaken if they're giving me 
the top spot based on the Dog’s 
performance. If that’s the case, the 


Yellow Dog should have 
the title shots. 

SAKS: When Harley Race 
was NWA World champion 
last year, you defeated him 
in a couple of non-title 
matches. Do you think 
you're ready to be the 
NWA champ? Do you think 
you can handle it, physical- 
ly and emotionally? 
WINDHAM: I’m ready to 
beat Ric Flair. I’ve wrestled 
him enough now that | 
have him figured out. The 
first time | wrestled him, |! 
was very green. But with 
the experience of our 
matches against each other 
under my belt, I’ve done 
better against him. Flair 
can’t get by on his experi- 
ence anymore. He’s gonna 
have to be better than me 
this time, and | know I’m 
the better wrestler. | 
believe | will soon be the 
NWA champ. The biggest 
question is going to be 
what will happen once | 
have the title. We never 
know how we’re gonna 
handle things until we 
have to. You're right when 
you say that it’s a heavy 
physical and emotional strain. | 
won’t know for sure if | can handle 
it or not until I’m champion. But, 
I'll tell you one thing, | can’t wait 
to find out. oO 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Had emerged from the shadow of 
his father, Blackjack Mulligan ... 
Was humiliated when Ron Bass 
strapped a saddle on his back and 
rode him around the ring ... Re- 
turned as the masked Dirty Yellow 
Dog ... Was a contender to Ric 
Flair’s NWA World title. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 4 in 
Florida. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Gained 
revenge against Bass in a series of 
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rematches ... Went to the WWF and, 
with Mike Rotundo, won the World 
tag team title twice ... Returned to 
Florida in 1986 and exchanged the 
state title with Bass twice. 

CURRENT STATUS: Is a member of 
Jim Cornette’s NWA contingent in 
the WWF. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Stu 
Saks): “Windham was a pleasure to 
interview and was very confident 
that he would become NWA World 
champion someday. But, | think to 


Windham’s amazement, he was 
unable to defeat Flair. That’s proba- 
bly why he joined Flair in The Four 
Horsemen in 1988.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “As you can see, my roots 
in the NWA go way back. That's 
why I’m so happy to be affiliated 
with Jim Cornette and The New 
Midnight Express. As far as Ron 
Bass goes, he was a tough cuss— 
and he taught me a lot about how 
ruthless this sport can be.” 


ick Martel has been called many things. 
R When he was paired in the WWF with Tony 
Garea in the early 1980s, he was called one-half of 
the greatest scientific tag team the sport has ever seen. 
Later on, when Martel entered the AWA as a singles 
wrestler, he was called one of the most promising young 
athletes the AWA has ever seen. 

Now, as his first anniversary as AWA World heavy- 
weight champion approaches, Martel is being hailed as 
one of the greatest scientific champions of all-time. 

Rick Martel is a remarkable man. Since winning 

the AWA title from Jumbo Tsuruta on May 13, 

, 1984, in St. Paul, Minnesota, Martel has been 

keenly aware of the fact that a champion is only 

_ as good as the opponents he defends against. 

_ And so Martel has defended his title with deter- 

| mination against scientific and rulebreaking 

opponents alike: Nick Bockwinkel, Bob 

Backlund, Brad Rheingans, Billy Robinson, Jim 

Garvin, and Jumbo Tsuruta are just a few of the 
opponents Martel has faced as champion. 

Senior Editor Bill Apter, Associate Editor 

Craig Peters, and Assistant Editor Eddie Ellner 

spoke with Martel prior to a recent title defense 

in Minneapolis. 


BILL APTER: Can you believe that it’s almost a full year 
since you won the AWA World title, Rick? 

RICK MARTEL: No, I really can’t, Bill. | look back on the 
past year, and so much has happened so fast, it’s really 
amazing. It seems like maybe a month I’ve been champi- 
on, but you’re right, it’s almost a year. Wow! 

EDDIE ELLNER: When you look back on that year, 
what do you think were your greatest achievements as 
champion? 

MARTEL: I don’t know, it’s hard to say. | think—well, | 
don’t want to sound too egotistical, but | tried to bring a 
certain amount of respect back to the AWA World title, 
you know what | mean? | tried to make it a title that 
people can be proud of. 
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; P 
Martel shows the intensity of his effort know I’m the kind of wrestler who 


as he applies an armlock on his num- Mee worries more about my wrestling 
ber-one rival, “Gorgeous” Jim Garvin. , A than about my visibility in the rock 
Few wrestlers could get to the AWA : y 

World champion as Garvin did. 


‘n’ roll world, or at fancy night- 
clubs, or anything like that. | like to 
think of myself as a working cham- 
pion, because that’s what | do, I’m 
out there every night working, 
working, working. Wrestling is a 
tough life, but I love it, and | want 
to be the best | can possibly be. 
That takes a lot of work. 

ELLNER: Lately, a lot of your work 
has had to do with one Mr. Jim 
Garvin. Do you think Garvin is capa- 
ble of winning the title from you? 
MARTEL: Good question. I’m 
tempted to say that anyone is capa- 
ble of taking a title from any cham- 
pion on any given night; that’s the 
nature of professional wrestling. It’s 
a cliche, maybe, but it’s true, With 
Garvin, though, | think the problem 
is more complex. | have to be wor- 
ried about a lot more than simply 
his wrestling abilities. | have to be 
worried about foreign objects, | 
have to be worried about a severe 
and dangerous level of rulebreak- 
ing, and | have to be worried about 
attacks from behind from that valet 
of his, Precious. 

ELLNER: There’s also another thing 
you have to be worried about. 
MARTEL: What's that? 


CRAIG PETERS: As opposed to 
when Nick Bockwinkel held the 
title? 

MARTEL: Well, as opposed to that, 
and as opposed to other champions 
in wrestling today. You know, 
someone like Ric Flair—l respect 
Ric Flair for the ability he has, for 
his knowledge of scientific wres- 
tling. Let’s face it, he is a great 
wrestler. But all too often he will 
bend the rules, he will disqualify 
himself to save his title. | despise 
that. And then there are champions 
who are worried about the fans 
more than they are about their 
wrestling inside the ring. 

APTER: You've been described as a 
“blue-collar champion.” Do you think 
that’s an appropriate characterization? 


Martel didn’t quite know how to handle the nuisance that was Precious. Referee Dick Kroll 
MARTEL: Blue-collar? Maybe. | _ tries to convince Garvin's valet to return the AWA World title belt to its rightful owner. 


ELLNER: You have to be worried 
about the psychological warfare that 
Garvin is waging. 

PETERS: That's right. This is really a 
war being fought on two fronts, isn’t 
it? It's being fought in the ring, and 
it’s being fought out of the ring in 
interviews. 

MARTEL: You know, I’m glad you 
brought this up, because I’m really 
beginning to get fed up with a lot of 
the stuff I’m hearing about me and 
Garvin. In one story, | read where 
there were rumors | would trade 
the AWA World title for Garvin's 
valet. Now that’s ridiculous! In the 
first place, | wouldn’t trade the title 
for anyone or anything, and in the 
second place, | wouldn’t trade a 
useless pair of tattered wrestling 
trunks for that bimbo. 

APTER: I’ve never heard you talk 
like this before, Rick! 

MARTEL: Well, I’ve never had to 
deal with someone like Garvin and 
Precious before. | don’t like what 
Garvin's doing. | don’t like it one 
bit. And | want to say, right now so 
that all the readers of your maga- 
zine can know for sure, that any fan 
reading something in a magazine 
that Garvin has to say, or listening 
to something that Garvin has to say 
on television—well, take it with a 
few thousand grains of salt. Gar- 
vin’s about as trustworthy and hon- 
est in what he says as he is trust- 


worthy and hon- 
est in the ring, 
and you all know 
what that’s like. 
PETERS: What do 
you think it will 
take to finally get 
Garvin out of your 
hair? 

MARTEL: I don’t 
know. How many 
times do | have 
to beat him? How 
many times do | 
have to put up 
with attacks from 
his valet? | don’t 
know what it will 
take, Craig. May- 
be I'll have to pin 
him clean in the 
middle of the 
ring half a dozen 
times. Maybe I'll 
have to have a 
match with him 
where his valet is 
locked in a cage so she can’t inter- 
fere. You know, these things can 
get out of hand, and that’s why 
I’m against having valets in princi- 
ple, because you have to go to 
extreme measures, like locking her 
inside a cage or something, in 
order to get a fair one-on-one 
match where you know there 
won't be any interference. 


ELLNER: Maybe you should get a 
valet of your own! 

MARTEL: Now there’s an idea. | 
wonder how Garvin would like it if 
he got a taste of his own medicine! 
But | don’t think so, Eddie. | have 
my own way of doing things, and I'll 
have to take care of Garvin in my 
own way. It may take some time, 
but I'll do it. That's a promise. Oo 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: He 
was approaching his first anniver- 
sary as AWA World champion and 
had wrestled an amazing array of 
opponents, including former WWF 
champ Bob Backlund ... His most 
frustrating challenge came from an 
unlikely source: “Gorgeous” Jim 
Garvin. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 1 in 
AWA; No. 2 in Top 10; No. 5 in 
Most Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Defeated 
Garvin in several more matches ... 
In October 1985, he battled NWA 
World champion Ric Flair to a 


double-countout after 34 minutes 
of action in Tokyo ... Lost the 
AWA title to Stan Hansen on 
December 29. 

CURRENT STATUS: Is recuperating 
from a torn right anterior cruciate 
ligament, suffered in a match 
against Booker T at SuperBrawl ‘98, 
He’s hoping for a return before the 
end of the summer. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Craig 
Peters): “Martel’s 18 months as 
AWA World champion was one of 
the most inspiring title reigns of the 
last 15 years. He defeated more 
opponents in that period than 


some champs who had the title for 
years. | found it a little humorous 
that it took a duo like Jim Garvin 
and Precious to drive Martel to his 
wit’s end.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “That period certainly was 
the high point of my career, There’s 
nothing like having a world title 
and defending it around the globe. 
Although I’ve spent a grueling 25 
years in this sport, that glorious 18 
months made it all worthwhile. | 
hope to bring that same honor to 
the TV belt when it’s back around 
my waist.” 
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Ithough he set a state track 
A record in the 880-yard run 

in high school, Jim Crockett 
knew by the time he was a sopho- 
more at the University of North 
Carolina that promoting sports 
would take precedence over play- 
ing them in his life. Twenty years 
later, Crockett heads one of the 
most widespread and successful 
wrestling promotions in the world. 

With such spectacular events as 
the NWA Night of Champions, the 
Great American Bash, and the 
Starrcade series under its belt, Jim 
Crockett Promotions i's regarded as 
a magnet for the best wrestling tal- 
ent in the country. 

Crockett is the indisputable boss. 

Dispensing his affairs in an 
office befitting a chief executive 
officer, Crockett oversees an opera- 
tion that is international in scope. 
His manner is affable, although 
slightly rigid. He’s part Carolina 
country boy, part tactician, part 
businessman, responsible for over 
150 employees. 

In this Press Conference, Senior 
Editor Bill Apter and Assistant 
Editors Jeff Ryan and Michael 
Steinke question Crockett—who is 
a former NWA President—about 
the history of his promotion, 
Starrcade, and the current state of 
wrestling. 


BILL APTER: What was your inten- 
tion with Starrcade? Did you con- 
sider this year’s Starrcade a success? 
Did it meet your expectations? 
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JIM CROCKETT: The question that 
remained foremost in our minds 
was: “Could we bring this number 
of great wrestlers together so the 


and 
ee 
ic” 
= y 
! 


fans could see them?” By switching 
between live matches and live tele- 
cast between Atlanta, New Orleans, 
and Greensboro, we were able to 


do that. What we did 
had never been done 
before in wrestling. | 
thought the card was a 
phenomenal success for 
two reasons. One, the § 
matches were spectacu- 
lar, exciting beyond our 
anticipation. We were [7 
worried that fans used 
to the intensity of live 
matches wouldn’t re- 
spond favorably to the 
presence of a television 
screen, They did. Two, 
the event went off with- 
out a technical hitch, 
thanks to our staff. 

JEFF RYAN: How do you 
go around topping such 
grandiose promotions as 
the Great American Bash 
and Starrcade? 
CROCKETT: This com- 
pany is the most suc- 
cessful wrestling pro- 
motion in the world. 
We maintain a very close relation- 
ship with the fans. We respond to 
what they want. And if they want a 
bigger Starrcade in 1986—and we 
all know they will—then they’re 
going to get it. 

APTER: Most fans have no idea 
what the life of a promoter is like. 
Could you give us the background 
of Jim Crockett Promotions? 
CROCKETT: My father [Jim 
Crockett Sr.] started the company 
in 1935. Prior to that he was an 
All-America football player at a 
junior college in Georgia. To earn 
extra money, he began putting on 
show cards. From that he moved 
right into promotions. In addition 
to wrestling shows, we’ve put on 
rock concerts, we’ve owned base- 
ball and hockey teams, and we 
have a land developing company. 
APTER: How did you get involved? 
CROCKETT: My dad died in April 
1973, and shortly thereafter the 
family elected me to take over Jim 
Crockett Promotions. Whether it 
was the right choice or not is some- 
thing that time will have to decide. 
That's the whole story. 
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APTER: What about the rest of the 
company? Explain how they function. 
CROCKETT: My title. is president 
and chief operating officer. My 
brother David is vice president; his 
primary job is in the TV end of the 
company. Running our electronics 
division is a branch called National 
Electronic Mobile Operations. They 
are the people.who produce our 
television programs; they create the 
special effects on TV and the spec- 
tacular entrances everyone saw at 


’Starrcade. Our chief engineer, 


Emerson Lawson, won an Emmy for 
his work on the Olympics in 1976. 
Wayne Daniel is a phenomenal tape 
engineer. Like any successful busi- 
ness, we’re better than the sum of 
our parts. We have a lot of talented 
people working here, in and out of 
the ring. Jack, my other brother, is 
in charge of shipping and receiving 
and also one of our chief camera- 
men, My sister, Francis, is in charge 
of the Charlotte Sports Department, 
which operates the Charlotte O’s, 
our minor league baseball team. 
Francis has been selected Double-A 
General Manager of the Year by the 


Crockett poses with NWA World champion Ric Flair just moments after Flair regained the title from 
Harley Race in the main event of Starrcade ’83 in Greensboro, North Carolina. 


Sporting News. She’s also in charge 
of all our novelty and printing. 
MICHAEL STEINKE: Do you think 
working with your family makes 
Crockett Promotions a stronger 
organization? 

CROCKETT: There’s no doubt in 
my mind that it does. The trust we 
have for each other permeates the 
entire business. 

RYAN: You're around the wrestlers 
day and night, and inevitably 
friendships have developed. How 
do you, as a promoter and corpo- 
rate president, separate business 
from friendships? 

CROCKETT: That’s an acquired 
trait. | drove my father around for 
the 10 years preceding his death. | 
wish it could have been longer. | 
learned from him that you can be a 
boss and still be human. There’s no 
necessity to insulate yourself com- 
pletely from the people who work 
for you. I'm friends with many of 
the wrestlers—heck, | get some of 
my best ideas from talking to the 
wrestlers. But when it’s time to tell 
a man that he’s not doing the job, 
or tell a wrestler that he'll never 
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Crockett is seen with several NWA dignitaries (from left) Shohei Baba and Fred Ward 
(both members of the NWA Board of Directors) and NWA President Bob Geigel. 


work for me again, then that’s just 
what has to be done. I’m responsi- 
ble for a lot of people, so when it 
comes to business, | can’t afford to 
fool around. 

STEINKE: Describe your day to us, 
Jim. A typical day in the life of Jim 
Crockett, promoter. ~ 
CROCKETT: My day begins about 
6:30 in the morning when | wake up 
and roll back over. | then proceed 
to fix a little breakfast and take my 
eldest boy over to high school. I’m 
in the office here in Charlotte by 8 
a.m, If there’s no show that night or 
no reason for me to travel, then I’m 
usually back home by five. 


STEINKE: And what do you do 
between 8 and 5? 

CROCKETT: I get the promoter’s 
version of cauliflower ear. It’s 11 
o'clock now. Already I’ve been on 
the phone with Don Owen out in 
Eugene, Oregon, three times. He’s 
running a big show in January out 
in Portland and our office is going 
to try and help him out. I’ve spo- 
ken ‘to Puerto Rico twice, Kansas 
City twice, Memphis twice, and 
several newspapers and magazines. 
The instrument of any promoter is 
the telephone. It’s an indispensable 
part of the trade. Now when we do 
television, I’m on the set till we’re 


done. shooting and usually get 
home around one in the morning. 
RYAN: Jim, let’s address the differ- 
ence between the way your organi- 
zation promotes wrestling and the 
way Vince McMahon does things 
over in the WWF. What do you 
think of their methods of promoting? 
CROCKETT: They have been suc- 
cessful. | don’t really pay that 
much attention to what they are 
doing, because | don’t consider it 
wrestling. This is not to degrade 
the talent by any means. | just 
mean it is not being promoted as 
wrestling. I’m not making a value 
judgment. | think that we promote 
wrestling much better than they do 
and time will bear witness to that. 
APTER: How about making a value 
judgment? Has the WWF been 
good for wrestling? Have they 
helped the sport? 

CROCKETT: They have helped the 
image of wrestling in this way: 
Now a fan who never wanted to 
admit a liking for professional 
wrestling can now watch it without 
fear of embarrassment. Initially, 
the publicity gave the sport a 
wider, more mainstream focus. But 
now their primary concerns are not 
wrestling related. Pie fights, wed- 
dings where all hell breaks loose, 
skits, and the rest of that nonsense 
certainly don’t help the sport now. 
STEINKE: There have been title vs. 
title matches in the past. But there 
has never been a round-robin tour- 
nament involving the three world 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Starrcade ’85, the most successful 
NWA card to date, had been pre- 
sented simultaneously in three 
cities via live action and closed-cir- 
cuit television ... Jim Crockett 
Promotions was seen as the chief 
rival to Vince McMahon's WWF. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Jim 
Crockett Promotions, which had 
been based in the Mid-Atlantic and 
Georgia, took over Florida and the 
UWF ... Crockett’s promotion 
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began to suffer greatly as McMahon 
lured more of the organization's 
stars to the WWF ... On the verge 
of bankruptcy, Crockett sold the 
promotion to Ted Turner in 1988. 

CURRENT STATUS: Owns a suc- 
cessful auto dealership in the South. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “Jim Crockett resembled 
Vince McMahon in many ways. 
Their fathers had run very success- 
ful promotions, and both were 
intent on taking those businesses to 


the next level. Crockett wanted to 
preserve the traditions of wrestling. 
McMahon opted to be more innov- 
ative at the risk of alienating long- 
time fans, and while he prevailed, 
Crockett gave him some of his 
scariest moments and, more impor- 
tantly, was a class act until the day 
he left the sport.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “I’m sorry but I’m out of 
the business and | just as soon not 
discuss it.” 


Crockett chats with two of his biggest stars, 
Magnum T.A. and Dusty Rhodes, prior to the Great 
American Bash in/Charlotte, North Carolina. 


champions. Would Jim Crockett 
like to see such a tournament? 
CROCKETT: It’s not really a ques- 
tion of whether Jim Crockett would 
like to have one. The other two 
alliances would never agree to 
such a tournament because they 
realize how superior a wrestler Ric 
Flair is. Perhaps if they had cham- 
pions on the same level as Flair, 
then such a match might take 
place. In my opinion, Ric Flair is 
head and shoulders above those 
other two, 

APTER: Who has been your biggest 
draw? 

CROCKETT: Flair. You got to have 
Flair in there. Dusty Rhodes 
doesn’t hurt either. This latest 
Starrcade was our largest-grossing 
match of all-time. The figures we 
have now approach a million dol- 
lars and that doesn’t include home 
videocassette sales. 

RYAN: Why didn’t you hook 
Starrcade up for closed-circuit TV 
around the country? 

CROCKETT: There are too many 
variables in a closed-circuit tele- 
cast. Equipment problems, commu- 
nication problems, bad reception. 
We felt that the potential problems 
outweighed the benefits, even 


though closed-circuit could be very 
lucrative. We'd rather offer the fan 
a comprehensive, well-produced 
videocassette that they can watch 
over and over again than flirt with 
disaster and hard feelings, The fan 
has and always will be our main 
consideration. 

APTER: Not many fans are aware 
that at special times during the 
year, Crockett Promotions lowers 
many ticket prices. For example, 
ticket prices in Greensboro, Char- 
lotte, and Greenville were reduced 
to $3 for shows on or around 
Christmas. 

CROCKETT: Like | said before, 
we're working for the fans. One of 
the many things | learned from my 
father was that it’s better to devel- 
op a good relationship with your 
customers than to squeeze them 
for every penny. It’s a healthier sit- 
uation for all of us. 

APTER: How the wrestlers get paid 
is one of the most asked questions 
we get at the magazines. Can you 
clear that up for us? 

CROCKETT: The wrestler is the last 
of the independent contractors in 
professional sports. Depending 
upon whether he is Ric Flair or Joel 
Deaton, a wrestler will be paid a 


minimum for every match plus a 
percentage of the gate. It comes 
down to his drawing power, plain 
and simple. And his drawing power 
is a derivative of his skill and per- 
sonality. 

STEINKE: Did you always want to 
be a promoter, Jim? 

CROCKETT: Well, | knew | could 
never work a 9 to 5 desk job. Al- 
though it might seem that I’m in 
the office a lot, my hours are really 
self-made. It’s a hard job, which | 
knew from working with my dad, 
but it’s also a very rewarding and 
exciting job. I’m glad things have 
worked out the way they have. To 
know that you’ve put on a show 
that entertains and thrills thou- 
sands of people a week is a very 
satisfying experience. 

RYAN: Is wrestling as healthy as it 
was in your father’s day? 
CROCKETT: The state of wrestling 
has never been better. The athletes 
are stronger, smarter, and more 
versatile than ever before. Cable 
television has afforded us the 
opportunity to beam our matches 
to all parts of the world. People are 
anxious to be entertained and | 
look forward to meeting that 
demand. Oo 


ERRY LAWLER 


erry Lawler, the self-proclaimed “King } 

of Wrestling,” is being treated more like 
a dog than royalty these days. In partic- } 
ular, arch-rivals Tonimy Rich and Austin © 
Idol have shown little respect for the man ¥ 
who has ruled the Mid-Southern area for ) 
longer than anyone cares to remember. ( 

The most recent episode of Idol-Rich vs. 
Lawler occurred on April 27 in Memphis, 
just four days after Lawler regained the 
Mid-Southern title from Idol. Lawler was 
defending his belt against Idol in a hair vs. 
hair cage match at the Mid-South Col- 
iseum. Unbeknownst to everyone in the 
area—except Idol—Rich was camped out 
under the ring, waiting to strike. 

Rich’s chance came late in the match 
when Idol piledriver referee Jerry Cal- 
houn. Suddenly, Rich came out from 
under the ring apron and combined with 
Idol to give Lawler a series of piledrivers. 

Then, for the second time since 
January, Idol and Rich ruptured Lawler’s testicle by 
grabbing his legs and pulling his groin in to the ring- 
post. Dazed, Lawler lay on the mat while Idol 
brought Calhoun back to life. Idol then covered 
Lawler for the pin, the title, and the right to shav 
Lawler. 

A local barber was called in to do the shaving, and 
as Lawler sat in a chair, he was fair game for his two 


two conniving, lowdown 


enemies. Rich and Idol continued to punch Lawler, 
and after it was all over, “The King” had four prob- 
lems: a ruptured testicle, a crew cut, a bruised ego, 
and no title. 

While recovering in his Memphis home, Lawler 
spoke with Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks, Managing Editor 
Craig Peters, Associate Editor Dave Rosenbaum, and 
Senior Editor Bill Apter about this intense feud. 


BILL APTER: I’ve known you 
for a long time, Jerry, and | 
don’t remember ever seeing 
you involved in a feud where 
there have been so many 
injuries and so many bitter 
feelings. Would you agree 
that this is the most intense 
feud you've ever been in- 
volved in? 

JERRY LAWLER: Well, let me 
tell you something, Bill. 
Whatever feud you’re cur- 
rently involved in always 
seems like the worst one, but 
yes, this one is right up there. 
I’ve been going tooth and 
nail with Idol and Rich for 
the past five months and, to 
tell you the truth, | just don’t 
see this one ending. i 
DAVE ROSENBAUM: Never? 
Every feud eventually comes 
to an end, or at least cools down, so 
what do you think will end this one? 
LAWLER: Dave, I’m telling you that 
there’s a good chance that this one 
will go on for a very long time. 
Remember, Rich is not one to give 
up easily. He practically destroyed 
his career with that Buzz Sawyer 
feud a few years back, but he wasn’t 
stopping until it was settled. Idol has 
too big an ego to just lay back and 
quit. And as for me, well, I’ve now 
had two ruptured testicles, I’ve had 
my hair cut, and I’ve lost the Mid- 
Southern title twice. The way | see 
it, | have nothing left to lose. 
CRAIG PETERS: So what are you 
trying to say? What exactly are you 
trying to prove with this feud? 
LAWLER: If you remember, | didn’t 
exactly get this thing started. Rich 
came running in one night late last 
year and started demanding a shot at 
[AWA World Champion Nick] 
Bockwinkel. He was possessed, and | 
have no idea what made him think 
he would get the shot when it was 
mine. Then, | figured I’d be a good 
guy and put the title shot at Bock- 
winkel up for grabs, so | wrestled 
Rich for the rights to meet Bock- 
winkel, and I won. But that didn’t 
satisfy him. He wanted the shot 
handed to him on a silver platter. 


STU SAKS: And then Austin Idol got 
involved. 

LAWLER: Exactly, and that was the 
craziest thing I’ve ever seen. | told 
him he was out of his mind de- 
manding a match against Bock- 
winkel. Now you tell me: What the 
heck did Austin Idol ever do to 
deserve a match against Bock- 
winkel when there were several 
guys around who were more wor- 
thy of one? 

APTER: Good question, but you kind 
of gave in to him, also, didn’t you? 
LAWLER: Listen, Bill, | give in to no 
one, but | thought that maybe I’d 
try and be a little bit gracious 
about it, so | figured I’d give both 
of them a chance to beat me for 
the match against Bockwinkel. 
Then, those two conniving, low- 
down skunks got together and 
teamed up on me. I’m not gonna 
forget that, and I’m not gonna for- 
get what they did to me ... 

SAKS: How can you? They did it to 
you again! 

LAWLER: And they'll try to do it 
another time unless | put an end to 
it. Listen, I’ve wasted enough of my 
time with those two guys. | want to 
concentrate on the Mid-Southern 
belt, that’s all, and if a shot against 
Bockwinkel comes along the way, 


fine. This whole thing has gotten 
out of hand. 

ROSENBAUM: It’s kind of spread 
out as it’s gone along, too. You 
somehow recruited Bam Bam 
Bigelow, but now he’s gone. Any 
comment on the Bigelow situation? 
LAWLER: First of all, Bigelow is a 
changed man. When he was here 
the first time, he was a hot rookie 
with a big head. Now, he realizes 
that he’s gonna have to take another 
direction in order to be successful. 
Mind you, though, that | don’t think 
he ever really intended to help me 
against Idol and Rich. He was just 
looking to further his career, which 
is fine with me. Not paying the fine, 
though, and taking the suspension 
might have been a big mistake. It 
slowed him down once again. 
PETERS: But he should be back by the 
time you return, shouldn’t he? From 
what | hear, you two are ready to 
team up once again against Rich and 
Idol. That should be quite a battle. 
LAWLER: That should be a war 
because Bam Bam is uncontrollable. 
The man is a monster, we all know 
that, and | certainly know it because | 
wrestled him enough times. That nut- 
cracker thing we did to Rich? It was 
his idea, not mine. He came up to me 
and said, “You know that thing with 
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the ringposts they did 
to you? Let’s give ‘em 
a taste of their own 
medicine.” And he en- 
joyed doing it, I'll 
guarantee you that. 
SAKS: And you didn’t? 
LAWLER: You'd bet- 
ter believe I enjoyed 
it. Any time either of 
those two guys is in 
pain, I’m happy. 
Make no bones about 
it, buddy, I’m looking 
to run those two 
creeps out of wres- 
tling. “The King” 
rules Memphis and 
that’s the way it’s 
gotta be. They might have the edge 
for now, but it’s only temporary. 
Good fortune is always only tem- 
porary for guys like that. 

APTER: Jerry, | don’t think I’ve ever 
seen anything as brutal as what 
those two guys did to you during 
the head shaving the other night. 
Did you realize what was going on 
at the time? 


LAWLER: In all honesty, guys, | was 
dazed from that nutcracker and the 
piledrivers. | had no idea what was 
going on. I just kept hearing this 
buzz going through my head and 
this faint feeling of them beating on 
me, but | was so numb, I really 
didn’t feel much. When | got back 
to the dressing room, the doctors 
managed to bring me back, and 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: His 
feud with Tommy Rich and Austin 
Idol. had cost him dearly; he 
dropped the Mid-Southern title to 
Idol, lost a hair vs. hair match, and 
suffered from two ruptured testicles 
... Despite this adversity, he was 
still determined to receive a match 
against AWA World champion 
Nick Bockwinkel. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 2 in 
Mid-Southern; No. 10 in Most 
Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Eventually 
ran Idol, Rich, and their manager, 
Paul E. Dangerously, out of the 
Mid-Southern area ... Received 
matches against Bockwinkel, who 
resorted to his old rulebreaking 
ways to protect his title ... Won the 
AWA World title from Curt Hennig 
one year later. 

CURRENT STATUS: May soon 
compete in Memphis again, for 


Power Pro Wrestling ... Is a com- 
mentator on Raw Is War. 


INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT 
(Dave Rosenbaum); “Lawler had 
survived many brutal feuds since 
the early-1970s, but it was different 
this time. He was sidelined with a 
serious injury and was forced to 
battle Idol, Rich, and Dangerously 
on his own. However, the feud did 
re-ignite Lawler’s burning desire 
and was probably the reason he 
really focused on becoming AWA 
World champion. 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “Idol and Rich were as 
dirty as they come, that’s for sure. 
And Dangerously—don’t get me 
started. Everyone wondered why he 
was obsessed with silencing me 
when his ECW minions invaded the 
WWF. It’s because | had already 
treated Dangerously like the gar- 
bage he was nine years earlier,” 


The assaults by Rich and Austin Idol were relentless. Still, “The King” was determined to win this pro- 
tracted war, with or without assistance. 


when | looked in the mirror, | was 
pretty much in shock. 
ROSENBAUM: You don’t like your 
new hair style? 

LAWLER: I’m not too crazy about 
it, but if the truth must be known, 
“The King” always looks great no 
matter what anybody does to him. 
Besides, it’Il grow back and the 
pain of this damn injury will go 
away. The only thing that won’t 
change is my desire to get revenge. 
PETERS: Are you thinking about 
another hair vs. hair cage match? If 
so, I'd suggest you check under the 
ring before the match begins. Either 
that or have somebody, maybe 
Bigelow, at ringside to stave off out- 
side interference. As you said, Rich 
and Idol will stoop to anything. 
LAWLER: | don’t care. I'll take ‘em 
both on at the same time if I have to. 
Look, I was startled when Rich all of 
a sudden popped up from under the 
ring, and | didn’t have time to react. 
Next time, Ill be ready for anything 
they do. There’s nothing that’s gonna 
stop me. If Bam Bam wants to joint 
the party, fine, but I’m more than 
capable of handling this on my own. 
APTER: Sounds like a very deter- 
mined Jerry Lawler. Jerry, once 
again, thank you for your time. 
LAWLER: It’s my pleasure, but I’d 
rather be wrestling than holed up 
in this house. I’m aching to get 
back, but when | return, it’s Rich 
and Idol that'll be aching. oO 


any wrestlers have been labeled superstars, 
M but few have earned that distinction as fully 

as Rick Steamboat. The man known as “The 
Dragon” is one of the most popular competitors in the 
history of the sport, combining strength, aerial tactics, 
scientific maneuvers, and the martial arts in forming a 
unique style that is every bit as crowd-pleasing as it is 
effective. 

To outline Steamboat’s career is to review a decade 
of solid success. He was voted Rookie of the Year by 
the fans in 1977, when he came from virtually nowhere 
to defeat Ric Flair for the NWA U.S. title. A few months 


Tm: cinerea not to. tm 
choosing to go in 
another direction.” 


later, he and Paul Jones (then a scientific favorite) won 
the NWA World tag team title. That honor led to their 
being named Tag Team of the Year for 1978. Steam- 
boat also captured the Mid-Atlantic belt in 1981. 

Steamboat added to his reputation as an accom- 
plished tag team wrestler by winning the NWA World 
title with Jay Youngblood three times in 1983. Shortly 
thereafter, he shocked his legions of fans by announc- 
ing his retirement to devote more time to Steamboat’s 
Gym in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Steamboat returned to wrestling several months 
later. Moving to the WWF in 1985, he won the 
Intercontinental championship from Randy Savage at 
WrestleMania III in 1987 in a match that is considered 
by most wrestling experts to be one of the greatest of 
all-time. This incredible display of athletic skill and 
endurance was named PWI’s Match of the Year. 

When Managing Editor Craig Peters and Assistant 
Editors Gersh Kuntzman and Bob Smith traveled to 
Charlotte for an exclusive interview with Steamboat, 
they were surprised to learn that Steamboat has again 
decided to leave the sport. 


BOB SMITH: I’ve got to say right off the bat that | 
thought one of the sweetest things I’ve ever seen in a 
wrestling ring was when you brought your newborn 
son to the ring before your match against Greg 
Valentine at WrestleMania IV. Why did you decide to 
do that, and why haven’t we seen you since then? 

RICK STEAMBOAT: Well, I'll tell you honestly. lt was 
something that my wife, Bonnie, and | had been kick- 
ing around for a couple of months prior to 
WrestleMania IV. | don’t know if my career has really 
come to a complete close, but right now | don’t fore- 
see any wrestling for a while. In that light, I just want- 
ed to bring my little boy out there to show the fans the 
next generation of the Steamboats. Here was like the 
ol’ man and his son, and | was saying to him, “This is 
it, kid. | want you to see what’s going on.” It was my 


way of saying farewell to the fans. 
CRAIG PETERS: Does this mean 
that your relationship with the 
World Wrestling Federation is over, 
at least for the time being? 
STEAMBOAT: That’s correct. 
GERSH KUNTZMAN: Will you 
return to the ring in the future? 
Would you be interested in return- 
ing to the NWA, where you wres- 
tled during your early years? 
STEAMBOAT: No, not at all. | have 
corresponded with some people in 
Japan. I may go over there on some 
tours, but if | can avoid it, | just 
don’t want to wrestle anymore, at 
least right now. If we can get some- 
thing generated with my other 
interests, that’s the route | want to 
go. But if nothing comes out of it 
all, I’m not going to feel let down. 
PETERS: Do you have any bitterness 
about anything that has happened to 
you during your career? Did any- 
thing like that prompt your 
decision? 

STEAMBOAT: No, not at 
all. It’s just time for a 
change. I’m 35 years old 
now. | know many of the 
wrestlers go on in their 
careers until their 40s. But 
fortunately, I’m in a posi- 
tion where | don’t have to 
rely on wrestling. Don’t 
get me wrong; | probably 
have sacrificed a great 
source of income, buy my 
wife and myself are not 
greedy people. We live 
very comfortably, and we 
don’t live out of our 
means. We try to be very 
practical. My decision for 
leaving has nothing to do 
with professional pressure; 
it’s a personal decision, | 
could be right on top 
again if | wanted to, but 
I’m choosing not to. I’m 
choosing to go in another 
direction. But 10 years 
from now, you never 
know what will happen. 
KUNTZMAN: What are 
some of your immediate 
plans? 


STEAMBOAT: Well, I’ve got an 
agent out in Los Angeles, and we’re 
looking to get into movies, do some 
commercials or some product 
endorsements, things of that 
nature. Basically, that’s it, other 
than just being at home with my 
son and my wife and working at 
Steamboat’s Gym here, which 
remains my own little “bread-and- 
butter,” so to speak. The gym has 
been doing jam-up business, and 
we’re looking to expand. Bonnie 
and | can live very comfortably off 
our income just from that. 

PETERS: Since you've decided to 
leave wrestling, it makes looking 
back over your career very inter- 
esting. You've held more than 
your share of titles, but what 
would you say is the thing you're 
most proud of? 

STEAMBOAT: I’ve been a pro 12 
years, and averaged about 300 


“The Dragon” shows 

~ his baby son what it’s 
like to be in the ring 
at WrestleMania IV. 
Spending more time 
with his son was one | 
of Steamboat'’s fea- 
sons for retiring. 


matches per year, so I’m looking 
back at about 3,600 matches. I’ve 
held different titles, both singles 
and tag team, but I’d have to say 
the proudest moment of my career 
was that match when | brought my 
boy into the ring. And it was my 
last match! Nothing really comes 
close to comparing with that. 
SMITH: Your last title was the 
Intercontinental championship, 
which you lost to The Honky Tonk 
Man a short time after winning it 
from Randy Savage at WrestleMania 
lll. Many people had predicted that 
you would hold the belt for quite a 
long time. In retrospect, how did 
you feel about losing that title? 
STEAMBOAT: It was a great loss 
for me. | had put a lot of momen- 
tum into chasing Randy Savage for 
almost eight months, and it was a 
thrill to finally achieve my goal of 
winning the belt. And then, about 
eight weeks later, | lost 
it to Honky Tonk. The 
loss was a setback, but 
only a month and a half 
after that, my son came 
into the world. At that 
point, | knew where 
my priorities were. And 
| also knew that if | was 
still champion when my 
son came along, | prob- 
ably would have lost it 
anyway due to my 
change of interest. 
After being on the road 
for 12 years, | became 
something of a home- 
body, and | wanted it 
that way. | did realize 
my obligation to my 
fans, but | gave them 
almost 12 years of 
wrestling. Something 
came into my life 
which changed my pri- 
orities. 

PETERS: Will we ever 
|; see Rick Steamboat in 
the ring again? 
STEAMBOAT: Yes, it is 
possible. But for the 
time being and for the 
immediate future, the 


Steamboat tries to put to sleep his sometimes friend, most times enemy Ric Flair. Whether Steamboat’s 


name will be more closely tied in history to Flair’s or Randy Savage's is debatable. 


answer is no. | feel very comfort- 
able with the decision | made. I’ve 
had a great career. | was never 
insecure about my ability, and | 
was lucky enough to have the fans 
backing whatever | did. | never 
thought I couldn't get the job done. 
It’s simply time to move on. 
KUNTZMAN: Most wrestling ob- 
servers think your match with Savage 
at WrestleMania III was one of the 
greatest of modern times. For my 
money, it was a superb display of 
wrestling skill, and most people seem 
to agree. How do you react to that? 
STEAMBOAT: | fell very good 
about it. We set a record in atten- 
dance by wrestling in front of 
93,000 fans. You could’ve pumped 
the adrenaline out of my body and 
filled up two 18-wheeler tankers! 
I’ve wrestled in a coliseum filled up 
with 25,000 people, but it’s noth- 
ing like being at the Silverdome in 
front of 93,000 people. The volume 
of those cheers was amazing. As | 
sit here talking to you now, I’m 
getting goosebumps all over my 
body. The victory was great, sure, 
but | think all the wrestlers on the 
card could not get over the type of 
thrill that night was. I’m sure the 
fans feel the same way. 


PETERS: Did the fact that millions 
were watching on pay-per-view 
cable add to the excitement of the 
event? 

STEAMBOAT: | didn’t even think 
about the pay-per-view, actually. | 
remember being taken out to the 
ring in that cart, and, my goodness, 
my heart was pounding to beat the 
band. | was pumping 7,000 rpms 


and this engine was 
ready! | don’t think 
in another type of 
atmosphere my per- 
formance, or Randy 
Savage’s for that 
matter, could have 
excelled any higher 
than that particular 
evening. 
KUNTZMAN: | know 
that fans have meant 
a lot to you over the 
years. Is there any- 
thing you'd like to 
express to them 
since you’re leaving 
the sport for a 
while? 
STEAMBOAT: I'd 
really like to say 
thanks for their sup- 
port. They gave me 
their support even 
during times when | wasn’t a 
champion. Even then, they never 
let me down, and it always gave 
me a good feeling at the end of the 
night. That’s the most that | could 
ask from any of the fans. | tip my 
hat to those people that stood by 
me, and boy, were there a lot of 
them! | couldn’t have accom- 
plished all | have without them. (— 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: For 
the second time in his career, he 
decided to slip into retirement and 
devote time to Steamboat’s Gym 
and his other interests ... PWI edi- 
tors wanted to find out if Steamboat 
was open to a comeback in the 
WWF or the NWA. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: Unrated. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: He 
returned to the NWA less than six 
months later and challenged World 
champion Ric Flair ... Finally 
became World champion by 
defeating Flair on February 20, 
1989; he held the title two months 
... Their 20-year rivalry resumed in 
early-1994 Received PW/ 
Editors’ Award in 1995. 

CURRENT STATUS: Retired due to 


a back injury in 1994 and now con- 
centrates on his business interests. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Craig 
Peters): “The career of Rick Steam- 
boat is evidence of how difficult it 
can be to juggle professional 
responsibilities, traveling, and a 
family life. He was confident his 
gym would be successful enough to 
support his family so he could leave 
wrestling behind. The lure of realiz- 
ing his dream of becoming World 
champion, however, was too great.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “I tried to resist the tempta- 
tion of returning, yet my will wasn’t 
strong enough. It took a back injury 
to force me out. But I’m not fretting 
about my situation. | do miss the 
fans, but I’m enjoying my life.” ° 
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PAUL E. 
DANGEROUSLY — 


o the dismay of respectable 
[ vecvt everywhere, Paul E. 

Dangerously is still managing 
in the NWA. 

The loudmouthed manager was 
thought to be on his way out when 
his “Original” Midnight Express lost 
its match against Jim Cornette’s 
Midnight Express at the Chi-Town 
Rumble. Stan Lane pinned Randy 
Rose and, as a result, Rose was 
forced to leave the NWA. 

Inexplicably, Dangerously had 
sent Dennis Condrey on vacation § 
several days before the match and § 
replaced him with Jack Victory. That 
questionable move Weakened the 
team and led to the crushing loss. 
More significantly, due to Rose’s 
departure, it caused the demise of 
Dangerously’s Express. 

But that may have been what Dangerously planned. Just a § 
few days after the Rumble, Dangerously brought The 
Samoan Swat Team, former World Class tag team champi- 
ons, into the NWA. “The Midnight Express is yesterday’s | 
news,” Paul E, said. “They couldn’t get the job done. My | 
Samoans are what's happening. | guarantee there’s a pair of © 
belts in their future.” 


Geipshelc tirana i : agile ve turned 
ere’s no doubt that signing the Samoans was a major 

acquisition for the young manager. Fatu and Samu are everything upside down. 
younger, stronger, and have more natural ability than Rose I've gotten everybody's 


and Condrey. In Dangerously’s opinion, these attributes far 


outweigh their lack of experience. attention. Nobody messes 


Managing Editor Craig Peters, Associate Editor Dave 


Rosenbaum, and Assistant Editor Andy Rodriguez flew to with Paul E. Dangerously 
Baltimore to speak with Dangerously. He invited them to and gets away with it W 
ai 2 2 a5 r rt 


join him for a postmatch meal at Sabatini’s, the Italian restau- 
rant that’s a popular hangout with the wrestlers. 
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CRAIG PETERS: Great meal, Paul. 
The veal piccata was exquisite. 
DAVE ROSENBAUM: Not to men- 
tion the garlic bread. 

PAUL E. DANGEROUSLY: So now 
you’re all restaurant critics, huh? 
How’s the wine, Rodriguez? Does 
it meet your demanding standards? 
ANDY RODRIGUEZ: It’s obvious 
you want to talk about wrestling, so 
let's get right to the point. How did 
you come to manage The Samoan 
Swat Team? | thought Buddy Roberts 
-had them signed to an exclusive 
contract in World Class. 
DANGEROUSLY: Showing your 
ignorance again, huh? Know what a 
loophole is? Roberts thought he had 
all the loose ends tied up, but he 
didn’t read the fine print. Samu and 
Fatu were looking to break that con- 
tract from the day they signed it, 
but they were getting some bad 
advice. | came a long and gave them 
the legal counseling they needed to 
tell Roberts to take a walk. 

PETERS: Roberts led them to the 
World Class tag title, didn’t he? Are 
you saying that wasn’t important to 
them? 

DANGEROUSLY: C’mon, Peters, 
what are those cheap belts worth? 
Nothing. I’m talking about World 
championships, prestige, power, 
respect. These are things ol’ Buddy 
Jack Roberts could never give 
them, not on his best day. | make 
things happen, fellas. That’s the 
bottom line. I’m a results guy. 
ROSENBAUM: Talk is cheap, Paul. 
You still haven’t won any titles in 
the NWA. 

DANGEROUSLY; Not yet, pal, not 
yet. Know why my Midnight Ex- 
press never won anything? We had 
a weak link named Rose, and let 
me tell you, a rose by any other 
name stinks just as bad. The man 
just couldn’t cut it. Oh, sure, we 
won the AWA belts back in ’87, but 
that was a long time ago. When we 
stepped up to the NWA, Rose 
choked, went south, folded up like 
a lawn chair. 

RODRIGUEZ: So you kind of 
expected he’d get pinned at the 
Chi-Town Rumble? 


The managerial rivalry between Dangerously and Cornette became so intense, they 
couldn't settle it with their wrestlers. Their matches may have been humorous to 
some, but not to the participants! 


DANGEROUSLY: It was inevitable. 
He was ready to collapse at any 
moment. Unfortunately, he picked 
one of the most important matches 
of the year to show what he’s really 
made of. 

PETERS: Two questions. First, if you 
had no confidence in Rose, why did 
you keep him in the Express for so 
long? Second, why did you send 
Condrey off on vacation before the 
Rumble and replace him with Jack 
Victory, making it even more diffi- 
cult for Rose to win? 
DANGEROUSLY: You know, I’m 
basically a softie. | knew Rose was 
finished, but Dennis wanted me to 
keep him because they'd been part- 
ners for such a long time. They 


were the originals. There was a 


close bond there. But after the 
Rumble, even Dennis realized it 
was time to drop him. As for letting 
Dennis take some time off, that was 
part of my plan to trick that twerp 
Jim Cornette. He’d been preparing 
for Dennis for weeks. He knows 
him too well because he used to 
manage him. | wanted to wreck 
Jim’s game plan. It might have 
worked had Rose demonstrated 
even a crumb of wrestling ability. 

ROSENBAUM: A crumb of wres- 
tling ability? Rose is an outstanding 


wrestler. It seems to me that you set 
him up to lose so you'd have an 
excuse to get rid of him. 
DANGEROUSLY: Rosenbaum. 
Rose. Hmm. Nope, nope, couldn’t 
be. Anyway, Randy Rose is history. 
He’s a lost cause. | don’t take chari- 
ty cases. Only winners on my team, 
right? The Samoans are guaranteed 
title winners. More importantly, 
they listen. They do what I tell them 
to. They’re smart enough to know 
they've never had it so good. 
RODRIGUEZ: If you're so eager for 
them to win the title, why are you 
feuding them with The Midnight 
Express? 

DANGEROUSLY: Because the idiot- 
ic Championship Committee won’t 
give us a shot against The Road 
Warriors. We’re just using the 
Midnights as a steppingstone, or 
should | say a pebble, considering 
how little trouble we’re gonna have. 
Cornette and his boys have never 
seen a team like this. Samu and Fatu 
are fighting machines. Machines! 
They won’t stop until Eaton and 
Lane are just shells of what they 
used to be. That'll embarrass the 
pants off that retarded reject 
Cornette and send him back to his 
momma in tears. He’ll wish he’d 
never gotten involved in this sport. 
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He has to learn that it takes more 
than a hefty bank account and a 
tennis racket to be a winner. 
PETERS: | don’t agree with many of 
Cornette’s methods, but he is in fact 
a proven winner. The Midnights have 
won both the World and U.S. tag 
titles, and titles in other areas as well. 
DANGEROUSLY: They lost the 
World title to the Warriors last 
October. That was six months ago! 
He hasn’t done a damn thing lately! 
ROSENBAUM: Neither have you. 
DANGEROUSLY: You’re out of 
line, pal. Totally out of line. What 
I’ve done in this sport over the past 
two years cannot be questioned. 
I’ve turned everything upside 
down. I’ve gotten everybody’s 
attention. Nobody messes with Paul 
E. Dangerously and gets away with 
it. It’s a lesson a lot of guys have 
learned and Cornette is learning 
now. Look, I'll say this real slow so 
you get it right. | am going to win 
the World tag team title. | am going 
to win the U.S. tag team title. Any 
singles belts there are—including 
the World title—will be mine. 
Whoever I need, whatever it takes; 
I don’t care. I'll do it! Print that! 
RODRIGUEZ: Don’t worry, you'll 
get a fair hearing. What’s the story 
with Jack Victory, or “Secret Service” 
Jack Victory, as you call him? 
DANGEROUSLY: Jack did such a 
good job at the Rumble that I hired 
him on full-time as my bodyguard. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: His 
Original Midnight Express, Dennis 
Condrey and Randy Rose, had 
been driven out of the NWA by Jim 
Cornette’s Midnight Express, Bobby 
Eaton and Stan Lane ... He was 
preparing his new duo, The Sa- 
moan Swat Team, for a feud with 
Eaton and Lane and, possibly, a 
shot at NWA World tag team 
champions The Road Warriors. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: The 
Samoan Swat Team was no more 
successful than The Original Mid- 
‘night Express ... Formed the Dan- 
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I have a lot of guests 
on “The Danger Zone” 
who would just love to | 
tear off a piece of my 
hide. I need protection 
from vicious goons like 
Lex Luger and Sting | 
who just wanna make } 
a name for themselves | 
at my expense. It’s my 
show and | have to be | 
in control, Lex can } 
come out there and 
flex, flex, flex and 
Sting can yowl all he 
wants, but they damn 
well better not forget 
who’s in charge. TBS’ 
ratings have zoomed 
up since “The Danger 
Zone” went on the air. 
Ted Turner knows 
who’s making the | 
money around here. * 
I’m the biggest star his organiza- 
tion’s ever had, Dale Murphy and 
Dominique Wilkins included! 
PETERS: Ric Flair included? 
DANGEROUSLY: There’s no use 
trying to start trouble between me 
and Flair, Peters. | have tremen- 
dous respect for him as a man and 
as a champion. That's right—cham- 
pion. He shouldn’t have any trou- 
ble winning the title back from 
Ricky Steamboat and his homely 
family. Speaking of his family, 
what's all this talk about his wife 


gerous Alliance and recruited estab- 
lished stars such as Steve Austin, 
Larry Zbyszko, Arn Anderson, Bobby 
Eaton, Rick Rude, and Madusa 
Micelli ... Became part owner of 
Extreme Championship Wrestling 
(along with Tod Gordon) in 1994. 
CURRENT STATUS: Owner and 
CEO of ECW. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Andy 
Rodriguez): “Dangerously had great 
success early in his managerial 
career when he guided Condrey 
and Rose to the AWA World tag 
team title. That’s why he had 


being so beautiful? She’s a double- 
bagger. That means she’s so ugly 
that when Rick takes her out he 
puts a bag over her head and his. 
ROSENBAUM: Well, our time’s up. 
How appropriate you’d end this 
interview with an insult. Too bad 
the quality of the company didn’t 
match the quality of the food. 
DANGEROUSLY: I’ve given you 
plenty of food for thought, Rosen- 
baum. You can swallow it or spit 
it out, but you won’t forget the 
taste. ia 


dreams of fantastic success when 
he went to the NWA—and why he 
didn’t know how to cope with fail- 
ure. But he still knew where the 
best restaurants were.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “Ten years ago | was shak- 
ing up the wrestling world through 
my Dangerous Alliance and now 
I'm doing it through ECW. This is a 
Jot more fun, though. Managers are 
just pawns in the game while pro- 
moters own the chessboard. Why 
should | be a bit player when I can 
be a king?” 
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| sually, the war-painted young star known as Sting is one of the 


more gregarious, happy-go-lucky athletes in the sport. The fans 
adore him for his playful attitude as much as they do for his 
superlative wrestling skills. 

In recent weeks, however, Sting has had a radically different demeanor. 
That’s because he has sequestered himself in heavy training sessions in 
preparation for his current—and brutally violent—series of matches against 
NWA U.S. champion Lex Luger. 

The seeds for this feud were plant- 
ed when the “Total Package” 
returned to rule-breaking last May, 
but the hatred didn’t blossom until 
after Sting was attacked by Luger 
with a chair in the aftermath of the 
Ric Flair-Terry Funk “I Quit” match at 
Clash of the Champions IX on 
November 15 in Troy, New York. 
Luger also destroyed Sting’s 1989 
NWA “Most Popular Wrestler” tro- 
phy. At that moment, Sting vowed to 
repay Luger for his callousness in any } 
way possible. 

Now, it’s a grimly determined 
Sting who is going against Luger in 
quest of the U.S. belt. Sting has man- 
aged to win a majority of these 
matches by disqualification, but he 
has yet to capture a pinfall victory. 
And while Luger seems to become 
more desperate to stop the California 
native, Sting.is inching closer to beat- 
ing the champion. decisively. With 
the odds stacking up against him, } 
Luger is stooping to increasingly vio- } 
lent tactics in order to retain the belt } 
he values so dearly. : 

Managing Editor Craig Peters, 
Senior Editor Bill Apter, and 
Associate Editor Bob Smith talked 
with Sting in his natural habitat— 
gymnasium. The blond superstar 
seemed eager to speak about his 
recent NWA battles. 


ma\s a 


(adoration a hell 
of a lot better 
than it is now.” 


BILL APTER: Sting, congratulations 
on your fine showings against 
Luger, but frankly, we’re more than 
a bit worried about you. 

STING: Why’s that, Mr. Bill? What's 
the problem? 

CRAIG PETERS: It’s not that you’ve 
done anything wrong at all, Sting. In 
fact, you look better than ever as a 
wrestler. It’s just that you don’t 
seem to be yourself lately. You 
seem to have lost some of your 
enthusiastic outlook. You haven't 
even been issuing your war cry to 
your fans much. 

STING: Oh, you mean OOOWW- 
WWWWWW! (Laughs) 

BOB SMITH: “Ow?” is right! | think 
my eardrums are broken! But seri- 
ously, your propensity for having a 
good time seems to have waned 
considerably since you began 
wrestling Lex Luger. In reality, 
we've never seen you with such a 


Sting’s feelings toward Lex Luger were at an all-time low 
after “The Total Package” destroyed Sting’s “NWA Most 
Popular” trophy. Once they got this feud out of their sys- 


tems, they became tighter than ever. 


serious and ferocious outlook 
before. 

STING: Well, what you're seeing is 
my game face—my real game 
face—and that’s a look you’re 
gonna be seeing a lot of from now 
on. You see, when Luger hit me 
with that chair, | think he woke up 
the left side of my brain. He con- 
siders himself the greatest wrestler 
to ever come down the pike, but 
then he has to go and hit me with 
that cheap shot while | had Dragon 
Master helpless in my “scorpion 
deathlock” at Clash IX. And the 
only reason | was out there in the 
first place was to save my pal Ric 
Flair, who was being attacked by 
[Gary] Hart and those two Oriental 
slimeballs. 

APTER: But what about your NWA 
“Most Popular Wrestler” trophy? 
Not only did Luger destroy that 
beautiful award with the chair, but 
he also ruined 
Flair’s PWI “Wres- 
tler Of The Dec- 
ade” trophy at the 
same time. | just 
couldn’t believe 
my eyes. Seeing 
him smash those 
awards broke our 
hearts. 

STING: Yeah, that 
really got my 
goat, too. For four 
years I’ve been 
working my way 
up the ladder, try- 
ing to become 
one of the finest 
wrestlers this 
sport has ever 
seen. When you 
receive an award 
like that one, it 
means. that the 
fans have accept- 
ed you into their 
hearts. It’s real, 
real important to 
me to have the 
people behind 
me. So when Lu- 
ger destroyed that 


award, it was the same as slapping 
the fans right in the face. There 
was no way | was gonna let him get 
away with that kind of crap. 
SMITH: But now your matches 
against Luger are some of the most 
violent we’ve seen in the NWA ina 
long time. It seems entirely possible 
that one of you could end the other 
man’s career. 

STING: Good! But | guarantee you 
that it won’t be my career that 
bites the dust. It’s gonna be Luger 
that retires, sure as Shinola. You 
know, a lot of people are telling me 
that they’re surprised by the way 
I’ve defended myself against Luger. 
But what else should | be expected 
to do? When he brings a chair into 
the ring, I’m gonna use it. When he 
drags me outside the ring and tries 
to slam my head into the ringpost, 
you can bet your boots that I'll do 
the same—and maybe I'll do it 
first. I’ve had it with that egotistical 
slug. I’m gonna take his belt and 
retire him. It’s time for the best 
people in the NWA to rise to the 
top, and I’m one of them. So is 
Flair. So are Arn and Ole Anderson. 
And together, we can make this 
federation a hell of a lot better 
than it is now. 

PETERS: That’s a worthwhile goal, 
but many of the fans insist that they 
still don’t trust Flair. They say ... 
STING: I don’t care about loose 
talk, buddy. 

APTER: But surely you must realize 
that Flair has done some pretty rep- 
rehensible things in the past. 
STING: Of course I do. Hey, back 
in 1988 I had some hellacious 
matches against ol’ “Nature Boy.” 
Came within a Miami millimeter of 
taking the World title from him, 
too. But during 1989, | realized 
that | had more in common with 
the guy than I ever realized. He’s a 
fiercely determined, aggressive 
wrestler, and that’s what I am, too. 
He’s also as talented as any man 
I’ve ever met. But more important- 
ly, the guy has real integrity. | 
know full well that he’s done some 
scummy things in the past, but | 


“The Stinger” steps up his attack on Ric 
Flair, a man he would come to admire 
and trust—briefly, at least. Things quick- 
ly turned ugly when Sting was attacked 
by Flair and the Andersons. 


have, too. But like | said, there 
ain't nothin’ that me, Ric, Arn, and 
Ole can’t do if we put our minds to 
it. 

APTER; That might be true. But I’m 
pretty surprised to hear you speak 
so highly of the Andersons so 
quickly. You had some pretty rug- 
ged matches against Arn back in the 
Four Horsemen days. 

STING: True, true. But it was Arn 
and Ole who offered to help Flair 
out in his battles against The Great 
Muta and the rest of Gary Hart’s J- 
Tex Corporation. And if Ric trusts 
‘em, that’s more than enough 
assurance for me. Personally, | 
think that Arn, Ole, Flair and 
myself are better than any of the 
Horsemen combinations they used 
to have. Frankly, I just can’t wait 
for the next time Flair gets sneak- 
attacked! 

PETERS: Why would you want 
something like that to happen? 


STING: ’Cause Hart and his hood- 
lums are gonna be in for the shock 
of their lives. Imagine this, if you 
will: Flair is wrestling Muta, right? 
Flair locks Muta in the figure-four. 
Muta screams in total pain. Hart 
has a heart failure. Calls in The 
Dragon Master. Boom! Out comes 
Sting! Hart has a double-coronary. 
Calls in big ol’ Luger. Out comes 
Arn and Ole. Wham! Outgunned at 
the OK Corral! Nobody’s ever 
gonna take advantage of any of us 
ever again. 

APTER: That sounds all well and 
good, but you’ve always been a 
man with high aspirations. Since 
you're a friend to Flair, would you 
ever challenge him for his World 
title? 

STING: Hmmm. That's an interest- 
ing question. I really am not sure 
about that one. Right now, I’ve got 
my sights set on Luger’s U.S. belt, 
and that’s really been the big thing 
on my mind. I'd also like to get a 
few more shots at getting the TV 
belt back from Muta, too, since he 
practically broke every rule in the 
book in stealing it from me in the 
first place. | guess I’ve kinda 
pushed my dream of winning the 


World title away from my mind for 
a while. But my friendship with 
Flair means a hell of a lot to me, 
too. We've both come a long way 
together. 

SMITH: Wouldn’‘t the NWA cham- 
pionship mean a little more than 
your friendship, though? 

STING: I’m not so sure about that 
one, cubbie, | think we can go to 
great heights together, too, as a 
team. Look back at Halloween 
Havoc, for instance. We absolutely 
mortified Muta and Funk. We 
could probably win the World tag 
team title if we wanted to. But I’m 
not sure if even the World strap is 
worth giving up a great friendship 
for. I’d like to think I’m a little 
more trustworthy than that. 
PETERS: One man you certainly 
can’t trust right now, though, is 
Luger. Do you have any new strate- 
gies on how’ll you'll try to defeat 
him? 

STING: Not any I’d tell you, Mr. 
Reporter. I’ve got some tricks up 
my sleeve that'll help me, but 
they’re a secret. He’s gonna pay for 
turning against me and the fans. 
And then Ill be U.S. champ till the 
cows come home. OWWWWW! 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Allied himself with Ric Flair and 
the Andersons, who were once 
sworn enemies of Sting’s ... Had 
lost the NWA TV title to The Great 
Muta ... Targeted U.S. champion 
Lex Luger after being attacked by 
his former friend in November 
1990. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 5 in 
Top 10; No. 3 in NWA; No. 4 in 
Most Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Failed to 
win the U.S. title from Luger ... 
Flair and the Andersons sneak- 
attacked Sting ... Gained revenge 
by defeating Flair for the NWA 
World title on July 7, 1990. 
CURRENT STATUS: Holds the 
WCW World tag team title with 
The Giant, who recently turned 


against him. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT 
(Craig Peters): “l was very surprised 
that he trusted Flair so much, 
despite all the problems they had 
in past years. | think Sting was 
weary from his wars with the 
Horsemen and liked the idea of 
burying the hatchet. Obviously, 
Flair’s wish to humiliate Sting was 
stronger than his desire to stay 
friends with him.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “There’s just some- 
thing about Ric Flair that draws 
you to him. He’s a legend in this 
sport. As far as Lex Luger is con- 
cerned, he has truly reformed, and 
while we’ve had our misunder- 
standings, he has been my best 
friend for a long time.” 


“| don’t run from 
competition-I go looking 
for it. That's probably 
why I'm the mast 
wee Senet eeeter in 


hen young Owen Hart began his pro career in § 
AV ge it was taken for granted that he would 
have a fine future. As the youngest son of 
Canadian legend Stu Hart, Owen was virtually guaran- | 
teed a wealth of knowledge learned not only from his | 
father, but from his six brothers, including veteran WWF 
star Bret Hart. 

Stu and Bret set a high standard for Owen to live up to, 
but the youngster soon surpassed expectations. Hart’s 
exciting, athletic style was high-flying and daring: A drop- 
kick from the top turnbuckle was one of the more ordi- 
nary feats that this remarkable 223-pounder routinely per- 
formed! 

News of Hart’s skills quickly spread across North 
America. The impressive newcomer won the Stampede 
North American and British Commonwealth titles Y Sta ; 
just months after his debut, which helped make iar 
him the fans’ choice as the 1987 PWI Rookie of ; 
the Year. On the verge of superstardom, y 
Hart left Stampede in 1988. at 

Inexplicably, Hart disappeared 
from the U.S. and Canada mat. 
scenes. Then, in mid-1988, The  — 
Blue Blazer made his WWF 
debut. Fans were thrilled by 
this masked grappler’s sen- 
sational high-flying style, | 
and many believed Blazer | 
was Hart. Blazer never 
revealed his identity, and 
disappeared early in 1989. 

For the past two years, Hart, con- 
stantly looking for ways to improve his 
skills, spent most of his time wrestling in Japan and 
Mexico. When he competed in the WCW briefly in March 
and April, he looked better than ever—and finally admit- 
ted that he was the man under Blazer’s mask. 

Associate Editors Andy Rodriguez, Bob Smith, and 
Eddie Ellner conducted this interview with the always- 
transient Hart after the popular grappler defeated El 
Cubano on April 4 at New Jersey’s Byrne Meadow- 
lands Arena. 


Wertapenm ~ 
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ANDY RODRIGUEZ: Owen, con- 
gratulations on your victory over the 
very tough El Cubano tonight. You 
look even better now than you did 
two years ago—and you looked 
great then. 

EDDIE ELLNER: Andy, can your 
nose get any browner? Listen up, 


Hart, I'll give it to you straight: | - 


think you're a coward. | think that’s 
why you left Stampede, it’s why you 
bolted the WWF after your embar- 
rassing Blazer fiasco, and it’s why 
you keep bouncing between Japan 
and Mexico like a jumping bean. 
You have a lot of talent, but you 
always leave an area before the 
competition gets too tough. 

OWEN HART: Wow, what a warm 
welcome to WCW you've given me, 
Eddie! But you're wrong, and any- 
body with even a little bit of knowl- 
edge of my whereabouts knows it. | 
don’t run from competition—I go 
looking for it. That’s probably why 
I’m the most well-traveled wrestler 
in the world right now. 

BOB SMITH: Now that you've ar- 
rived in WCW, does this mean that 
U.S. fans will finally get a chance to 
see Owen Hart as Owen Hart? 
HART: Yeah, but they better not 
blink, or they'll miss me again. You 
see, I’ve recently signed contracts 
to compete in Mexico and Japan 
once again, and I’ll be headed back 
for Mexico City in a few weeks. In 
the meantime, I’m enjoying meet- 
ing all the fans here in the States. 
ELLNER: Are you guys buying this? 
All this running around is a sure 
sign of a lack of confidence, if you 
ask me. Not to mention the fact that 
you've been running around in a 
chicken outfit for most of the past 
three years. 

HART: Talk is cheap, Ellner. I’d love 
to see you get in the ring with some 
of the tough wrestlers | face. But 
since you brought up The Blue 
Blazer, I'll talk about it. Yes, that 
was me in the WWF as the Blazer. 
When I negotiated to come into the 
WWE for the first time, somebody 
in the front office there suggested 
that I try to create an image for 
myself where | could make an 


immediate splash. At first | balked 
at the idea, since a man with my 
ability really doesn’t need anything 
but his own natural talents to suc- 
ceed. But after thinking about it, | 
really could see nothing wrong with 
it. It was a good marketing idea, 
and it definitely got people talking. 
I enjoyed being the Blazer, and now 
I want people to know it was me. 
SMITH: You say you enjoyed being 
the Blazer, but isn’t it correct that 
you still wrestle as the Blazer in 
Mexico? 

HART: That's right. You know, it’s 
a completely different culture 
down there. Masked wrestlers are 
very respected in that country. It’s 
probably because the greatest 
Mexican wrestlers in history all 


wore masks—El Santo, El Solitario, 
Mil Mascaras, The Blue Demon. So 
when | started wrestling there as 
the Blazer, | had an instant mys- 
tique built right in. But the best 
thing | discovered while wrestling 
in Mexico was that my assortment 
of high-flying moves fits right in. 
It’s a very fast-paced style there, 
but I adapted to it with ease. 
ELLNER: Not everybody's adapted 
to you, though. You were teaming 
with Pegasus Kid, but then you 
turned against him for no reason. 
HART: That’s not true, and you 
know it! It was Pegasus who turned 
bad, and | really didn’t have much 
choice in the matter. Sure, we were 
tag team partners in the past, but | 
don’t want to have anything to do 
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Hart went along with the idea of wearing a mask and calling himself The Blue Blazer 
in the WWF, but he admits that he probably would have been better off as just plain 
Owen Hart. The Blazer lived on in Mexico, however. 


with such a flagrant cheater. So 
during my last Mexico tour, | wres- 
tled him, and | did real well for 
myself. So don’t go starting trou- 
ble, Ellner. Next question. 

RODRIGUEZ: How about Japan? 


You've been very successful there, 
too. 

HART: Yeah, but after long trips in 
other countries, | do start to get 
homesick. That’s why | decided to 
come the WCW for a spell. Ill get 


to wrestle here for a few weeks 
before | have to hit the skies again. 
Don’t get me wrong, though—I 
wouldn’t trade places with anyone 
else in the world. 

SMITH: You're sure to disappoint 
fans in the U.S. who've been wait- 
ing for years to see the real Owen 
Hart in action, though. Haven’t you 
considered giving the WWF or the 
WCW more of a full-time try? 
HART: (pauses) There’s a good pos- 
sibility that may happen in the near 
future, but right now the time is 
just not right for it. In the WWF, I 
was pleased with my efforts ... 
ELLNER: I'll bet you were. Like sub- 
mitting to Greg Valentine’s figure-four 
during the Survivor Series in 1988. I'll 
bet you watch that one on videotape 
all the time. What an effort! 

HART: Will you guys keep your 
trained monkey quiet? Anyway, it’s 
true my record left a little to be 
desired in the WWF, but | was still 
young and learning, really. | had 
just left Stampede, which is a com- 
paratively small federation, and 
dove head-first into the WWF, 
where the competition is ferocious. 
Perhaps it was a bit of a mistake 
rushing into things there. | don’t 
know. But as for returning there, | 
don’t think so right now. But if | 
were to go back, | think it would 
be as Owen Hart. | think I’m ready 
to make it on the basis of my own 
ability at this point in my career. 
SMITH: You’ve:-been given that 
opportunity in WCW, though. 
HART: Yes | have, and I’m very 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: He 
was logging frequent flyer miles by 
dividing his schedule between 
WCW, Mexico, and Japan ... Had a 
falling out with former Stampede 
ally, “The Pegasus Kid” Chris Benoit 
... Was considering joining his 
brother, Bret, in the WWF. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: Unrated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Went to 
the WWF, honed his scientific skills, 
and feuded with Jerry Lawler in 1993 
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.». Turned against Bret in early-1994 
... Pinned Bret at WrestleMania X. 
CURRENT STATUS: Is an unlikely 
member of the Nation of Dom- 
ination. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Andy 
Rodriguez): “He was young, dedi- 
cated, and quite intoxicated with 
his own success. He wouldn't com- 
mit himself to competing in one 
organization because he had so 
many options in front of him.” 


LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “| was naive pup back in 
91. Since then, I’ve discovered that 
wrestling is a nasty and ruthless 
business. My family has given its 
soul to this sport and what have we 
gotten in return? Very little. Owen 
Hart has finally found what it takes. 
to be a winner in the ‘90s: You’d 
better watch out for yourself, be- 
cause everybody else will just as 
soon screw you to get ahead.” 


grateful for it. And I’m really happy 
since coming here. I recently 
scored a big win over Bobby Eaton, 
and he’s one of the very best there 
is. However, | can’t look back right 
now. It’s Japan and Mexico for me, 
at least for the next few months. 
I’ve been a major star in both coun- 
tries, so why change anything? 
ELLNER: Here’s one that I’ve been 
dying to ask you for a long time, 
and | know a lot of the fans feel the 
same way. Your brother, Bret Hart, 
is wrestling as a single these days. 
But what if he called you and asked 
you to form a tag team? Would that 
be enough incentive for you to 
return to the U.S.? 

HART: Man, that would be a temp- 
tation that would be pretty hard to 
resist. I’m really proud of Bret. 
What he and Jim Neidhart have 
done as The Hart Foundation—cap- 
turing two WWF World tag team 
titles—is a fantastic achievement 
that any wrestler would be proud 
of. And, yes, Bret and I have been 


very close over the years. I can only 
imagine how we could blend as a 
team. He’d work our opponents 
over on the mat, and I’d rock ‘em 
with some dropkicks and flying 
scissors. | have no doubt we'd be 
great. Like | said before, you never 
know what the future holds. 
SMITH: What do you hope your 
future holds? Are there any titles 
you want to shoot for? 

HART: I’m really playing it by ear 
right now. You know, in Mexico, 
they respect the lighter wrestlers a 
little more than they do here. | 
have my sights set on some of the 
junior heavyweight titles there. As 
far as Japan goes, well, it’s like a 
wrestling lesson every time | com- 
pete there. As long as | keep win- 
ning, | know I'll be happy. But Ill 
leave you with this: Someday, 
somehow, I'll return to the United 
States and win a world title, then 
bring it home to Calgary and 
defend it all over North America. 
That’s my ultimate goal. Oo 
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Memoria 


LIGHTNING KID 


14 


n Christmas day in Atlanta, Georgia, 
():: aerial wizard from Japan named 

Jushin Liger took U.S. wrestling by 
storm when he defeated Brian Pillman for the 
WCW light heavyweight title. 

It was an amazing performance by the high- 
flying Liger. Afterward, Pillman was moved to 
comment: “I have never seen anyone with that 
combination of quickness and aerial ability. It 
was like trying to wrestle a falcon.” 

Liger, a newcomer in the U.S. but a legend 
in Japan, at first seemed unworthy of the title 
shot. He proved everyone wrong. Everyone, 
that is, except a brash 201-pound light heavy- 
weight from Tampa, Florida. 

Everyone except The Lightning Kid, who 
never doubted Liger in the first place. 

Lightning Kid wasn’t at the match that day, 
but he heard all about it. Liger was not an 
unknown name to the Kid and now that he 
was in the U.S., Kid wanted a piece of him. 

But first there was the matter of Kid’s 
Global Wrestling Federation light heavy- 
weight title. On December 27 in Dallas, Kid 
stepped into the ring with the belt and walked 
out without it. He suffered a stunning loss to 
Jerry Lynn, and suddenly, Kid was just anoth- 
er light heavyweight. 

Don’t bet on it. The wrestling world is now 
swarming with outstanding light heavy- 
weights and The Lightning Kid is right at the 
top of the list. With an outstanding combina- 
tion of aerial and martial arts skills, Kid has 
made a name for himself, even though he 
looks like an unlikely candidate for success. 

Managing Editor Bob Smith, Senior Writer 
Dave Rosenbaum, and Associate Editor Andy 
Rodriguez visited The Lightning Kid at his 
home in Tampa. They saw a man hungry to 
regain the GWF title—and to eventually meet 
Liger in the ring. 


i 
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BOB SMITH: Some people are call- 
ing you the most important and 
exciting light heavyweight in the 
United States. That’s quite an honor 
for a man who’s been wrestling for 
less than two years. What do you 
think about that? 

LIGHTNING KID: Only wimps care 
about honors. What I’m really 
bugged about right now is that 
everybody’s so up in arms about 
this Jushin Liger. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: It’s hard to 
blame them, isn’t it? | mean, the guy 
has been just unbelievable in his 
matches against Pillman, and he 
was already a legend in Japan. 
LIGHTNING KID: Big deal! I’m 
becoming a legend right here in the 
United States. I’ve followed Liger’s 
career for a long time, and sure, 
admire his skill, because he’s a 
smaller guy like myself. But gimme 
a break one time! | could take the 
guy. Anything he can do, I can do 
better. If you thought Pillman vs. 
Liger was great, Lightning Kid vs. 
Liger would be even better. 

ANDY RODRIGUEZ: | don’t doubt 
that for a minute, but can it ever 
happen? | mean, you're pretty tied 
up between the GWF and the PWA. 
When would there be time to wres- 
tle Liger? 

LIGHTNING KID: I'd make the 
time. I’m not saying | want Liger 
now or even within the next few 
months. I’d like to wrestle him 
eventually. What I’m saying is that 
everybody’s talking about Liger 
like he’s the only guy around who 
can deliver a moonsault. Fans are 
the dumbest creatures, aren’t 
they? I/ll match my “lightning 
strike” against any finishing ma- 
neuver in the world. 

SMITH: That's true—that’s a great 
flying smash. But you have to real- 
ize that Liger is a phenomenon in 
the U.S., and that’s pretty amaz- 
ing, considering he was heavily 
criticized for being given a title 
match in his first WCW appear- 
ance. But | guess the same is true 
of you. When you first started 
wrestling, people couldn’t believe 
that a 6’2”, 200-pounder could 


make an impact. | mean, you're 
thin as a rail. 

LIGHTNING KID: And you look 
like you got smashed in the face 
with a bag of quarters. I’m not the 
first wrestler who might have been 
on the smallish size compared to 
some of the freaks we have running 
around now. Look at Kendall 
Windham, Eddie Gilbert, Owen 
Hart, Brian Pillman. None of those 
guys are huge, but they all have tal- 
ent in their own ways. I have talent 
in my own way. It’s just that the 
biased media out there—including 
your rotten rag—haven’t been giv- 
ing me any Be for it. 


er story. — ; 
LIGHTNING KID: The key 
is accuracy, you simpleton. 
If I’m on the mark with my 
move, it doesn’t matter 
where | do it. I’m going to 
hit my opponent and land 
correctly. If | do it wrong, 
then I’m in a bit of trouble. 
The trick is to do it right, 
and so far that’s the way 
it’s gone. You know, it gets 
to the point where a moon- 
sault is as easy to execute 
as a sleeperhold. Easy, that 
is, for someone with my 
brilliance. 

ROSENBAUM: Maybe for 
you, but that’s certainly not 
true of all wrestlers. | guess 
you realized pretty early that 
if you were going to make it 
in wrestling, it wasn’t going 


to be as a brawler. 
LIGHTNING KID: What's that 
crack supposed to mean? 
ROSENBAUM: Well, someone of 
your size ... 

LIGHTNING KID: My size, my size. 
You call me small, but I’m a lot big- 
ger than you. How’d you like me to 
show you what | can do to a ripe 
melon head like yours? Hell, | 
know I’m not like The Patriot when 
it comes to size and physique, but 
at least I’m not a wimp like Jerry 
Lynn. God, | can’t believe he beat 
me for the title—my title! 

SMITH: Do you think you underesti- 
mated Lynn when you lost the belt? 


The Lightning Kid has 
a vast repertoire of 
high-risk aerial maneu- 
vers. But they weren't 
enough to prevent him 
from losing the GWF 
light heavyweight title 
to Jerry Lynn. 


ik) 


LIGHTNING KID: Underestimate a 
pansy like Lynn? No. | got a few 
bad breaks and the stipulations of 
the match—two-of-three-falls— 
made things a little more difficult. 
Scott Anthony tried to help me out, 
but he ended up hurting me. Yeah, 


76 


I guess | thought that if anyone 
would win the belt from me, it 
would be Chaz, but it didn’t turn 
out that way. I'll get it back. | have 
to get it back. 

RODRIGUEZ: You sound very 
determined. 


LIGHTNING KID: Yeah, because | 
have to be. Let’s face it: This sport 
is built for the big man. The ropes, 
the turnbuckles, the size of the ring, 
it gives the advantage to bigger 
wrestlers. If the ring was about 
twice the size that it is, we smaller, 
quicker wrestlers would have a 
tremendous advantage. But the way 
things are now, it’s too easy for us 
to get cornered. One wrong move 
and we’re dead. That’s why I’m 
glad that even a dope like [GWF 
Commissioner] Max Andrews could 
see the lightweight guys have some- 
thing to offer, too. Now, almost all 
the federations have light heavy 
champs—and | could win any belt 
anywhere. Who else is as talented? 
ROSENBAUM: Have you ever con- 
sidered wrestling in Japan? 
LIGHTNING KID: Have you consid- 
ered a nose job, Toucan Sam? Japan 
is a big goal of mine. The fans there, 
unlike the dirt-eaters that attend 
Global cards, really appreciate my 
type of wrestling. They wouldn’t be 
all over my case because of my size. 
In the Orient, people wouldn't point 
at me because | weigh 201—they’d 
respect me because I’m a great ath- 
lete. | just can’t stand what the 
Global fans do. 

SMITH: They get on your case, Kid, 
because as talented as you are, you 
still resort to things like kicking and 
using foreign objects. That’s why. 
LIGHTNING KID: Prove it, jerk. 
These rubes have called me a 
stringbean, people tell me that they 
can’t see me when I’m standing 
sideways, that kind of tripe. Heck, 
maybe I’m not as big as the average 
wrestler, but I’m certainly as big as 
the average man. I spend my share 
of time in the gym, and my aerobic 
conditioning is as good as anyone’s. 
People talk about what great condi- 
tion Hulk Hogan is in, but I'll out- 
last him any day in any event. 
RODRIGUEZ: Except arm-wrestling. 
LIGHTNING KID: Maybe except 
arm-wrestling or weightlifting or 
throwing bodies around the ring. 
But, heck, this is wrestling, not a 
test of strength. I’m surprised you 
supposed wrestling experts can’t 


The Lightning Kid leaps from the top 
rope onto Lynn. The Kid is effective 
when he takes the match outside the 
ring, where is aerial attacks have more 
impact on his opponents. 


tell the difference. You guys get 
paid to do what you do? 

SMITH: Have you thought about 
bulking up a little, just to put your- 
self on more even ground with big- 
ger wrestlers? 

LIGHTNING KID: If I bulk up, | lose 
agility and stamina. I’d have to put 
on about 30 pounds of muscle just 
to be the equal of the average guys, 
but then what would | have left? | 
think I’m as effective as any 
wrestler in the sport. If | had to 
wrestle regularly in the heavyweight 
division, | don’t think I’d have much 
of a problem. The thing is, the light 
heavyweight division is much more 
enjoyable for me because there’s so 
much emphasis on skills. 
ROSENBAUM: That's certainly true, 
and anybody who’s ever seen you 
or Pillman or Liger knows it. Kid, 
thank you for your time. 
LIGHTNING KID: Don’t thank me 
now. Don’t say anything now. Just be 
aware that a certain Kid from Florida 
is gonna make everybody forget about 
Liger—and especially Lynn. | finished 
fourth for Rookie of the Year? See you 
in 10 months, when you crown me 
Wrestler of the Year. oO 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Light heavyweight divisions were 
on the upswing throughout wres- 
tling and The Lightning Kid was the 
hottest newcomer ... He had 
recently lost the GWF light heavy- 
weight title to Jerry Lynn ... Also 
competed for Pro Wrestling 
America in Minnesota. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 4 in 
PWA. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Didn’t 
regain the GWF light heavyweight 
title ... Went to the WWF and 
pinned Razor Ramon in a stunning 
upset in 1993 ... Turned rulebreak- 
er again in 1995 and has since 
joined several groups, including 
the Million Dollar Corporation, the 
NWO, and DeGeneration X. 
CURRENT STATUS: Now known 
as X-Pac as a member of DX. 


INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT 
(Dave Rosenbaum): “Here was a 
guy who had fantastic success in a 
short period of time and was touted 
as America’s answer to Jushin 
Liger. Yet he was so sour and con- 
descending. | didn’t understand it. 
He hasn’t changed much. X-Pac is 
starved for attention and has the 
negative attitude to match.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “I told everybody in 
1992 that | was going to be the 
greatest light heavyweight ever. | 
lived up to my word. I’ve proven 
that, pound-for-pound, I’m the best 
wrestler on the planet. I’ve dogged 
all the big-name heavyweights in 
this business. Can the Nation of 
Domination or LOD 2000 keep up 
with me? No way. They ain’t got 


enough swank.” 
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CACTUS JAGK 


& “apn Jack doesn’t fully recall the events of 
April 21, 1993. Perhaps it’s better he forget 
what happened on that horrible night in 

Atlanta, when Big Van Vader power-bombed him on 
the cement floor of the Center Stage Theater. 
No matter how many times it is replayed 
on TV, the terrifying sight of Jack’s skull 
and shoulders bouncing off the cement 
never fails to have a chilling effect. It 
is like watching the shower scene 
from Psycho. 

Jack suffered a severe concussion 
and periodic spells of amnesia and was 
hospitalized for several weeks. Doctors 

say he is lucky to be alive; one inch 

either way and he might have been paralyzed 

... OF Worse. 

A lesser man would have quit wrestling. A 
saner man would have stayed at least 100 miles 
away from Vader and manager Harley Race. But 
nobody ever accused Cactus Jack of thinking 
rationally. As soon as doctors gave him the go- 
ahead, Cactus began training for his comeback. 

He has always been a wrestler who is at his 

best when the rules are thrown aside. He spe- 
cializes in falls-count-anywhere matches. 
Cactus already had reason for revenge when 
Vader, Paul Orndorff, Barry Windham, and 
Harley Race attacked him in January. The 
Center Stage incident only intensified his 
desire. Cactus has the fans’ support, and he 
plans on using his momentum to do unto Vader 
what Vader did unto him. 

At press time, Cactus Jack was preparing to 
wrestle Vader in a “Spin The Wheel, Make The 
Deal” match at Halloween Havoc ’93 on October 
24 at the Lakefront Arena in New Orleans. PWI 
sent Senior Writers Dave Rosenbaum and Chris 
Bernucca, and Senior Editor Bill Apter to speak with 
the unpredictable Jack about his unlikely comeback. 


“I'm going to tear 
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Cactus Jack had to be reminded that it was Big Van Vader who put him in the hospital by power- 
bombing him on the concrete floor. Cactus says he doesn’t blame Vader for what he did; he only 
wishes he had done something similar to the WCW World champion first. 


BILL APTER: Cactus. I’ve known 
you a long time ... 

CACTUS JACK: So we're buddies? 
APTER: Right; | knew you when you 
wrestled for peanuts in high school 
gyms. 

CACTUS: I'd still do it if | had to. 
APTER: | know you would. The 
thing is, you’re a long way from 
high school gyms. This is the big 
time and Vader has his mind on 
destroying you. 

CACTUS: Where's Vader? 

APTER: | don’t know, but he’s com- 
ing after you. 

CACTUS JACK: No way. I’m com- 
ing after him. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: That's a good 
attitude, but he’s perfectly healthy 
and you’re not. 

CACTUS: He won't be feelin’ real 
great for long, and I’m good as new. 
CHRIS BERNUCCA: But your doc- 
tors say a similar injury to a similar 
spot, like the time Vader power- 


bombed you, could cause perma- 
nent injury. 

CACTUS: So what? 

BERNUCCA: What do you mean, so 
what? We’re talking about perma- 
nent injury. 

CACTUS: A ship in its harbor is 
safe. But ships were not meant to 
stay in their harbors: 
ROSENBAUM: | don’t believe this. 
Cactus, Jack is quoting bad pop 
poster poetry. 

CACTUS: I got a lot of fan mail in 
the hospital. 

BERNUCCA: I’m sure. But did you 
have to memorize it? 

CACTUS: It kept my mind off 
killing Vader and Race. 
ROSENBAUM: Here we go. That's 
the Cactus Jack we know and love, 
but don’t entirely trust. C’mon, 
Cactus, tell us how much you want 
to get them. 

CACTUS: They’re dead. I’m going 


‘to tear Race’s head from his body 


and I’m going to twist Vader’s legs 
into a million shapes. Anybody who 
watches Halloween Havoc better 
not be easily spooked. 

APTER: You're not easily spooked, 
are you? 

CACTUS: Better believe I’m not 
easily spooked. Vader’s the one 
who has to worry. There are 12 
spots on that wheel and 10 of them 
mean trouble for him. 
ROSENBAUM: And the other two? 
CACTUS: Big trouble for him. 
APTER: Let’s say you control the 
wheel. Where’d you like to see it 
end up? 

CACTUS: Barbed wire, steel cage, 
first blood, spinner’s choice ... 
APTER: You love that spinner’s 
choice spot, don’t you? What would 
you choose? 

CACTUS: You know that, Billy. 
APTER: Falls count anywhere? 
CACTUS: Bingo. 

ROSENBAUM: That’s your game. 
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The unpredictable Cactus 
armlocks Paul Orndorff. 
Though he claims he likes no 
one, Cactus’ personal most 
hated list probably has “Mr. 
Wonderful,” along with Va- 
der, right near the top. 


CACTUS: The problem with 
wrestling is that there are too many 
rules. | don’t have any argument 
with what Vader and Race did to 
me. | would’ve done the same 
thing to both Vader and Race. | just 
wish I had thought of it sooner. 
BERNUCCA: Kind of like, do unto 
others ... 

CACTUS: As they would do unto 
you. You got it. If Vader wants to 


do the same thing again, he can 
come and try. I’m inviting him, but 
he better be ready to have the 
same thing done to him. I’m 
wrestling on the payback plan. 
ROSENBAUM: What other way is 
there? 

CACTUS: None for me. Everybody 
knows how | wrestle. It ain’t pretty, 
but it’s effective. Vader got the first 
knockdown, but the rest are all mine. 


APTER: And if he hos- 
pitalizes you again? 
CACTUS: Vader’ll 
have to kill me first. 
I’m not going back to 
no hospital, not in 
one piece. 
BERNUCCA: I’m sure 
Vader would agree 
with you. But you must 
have a plan. 
CACTUS: Plan? | 
don’t need no plan. 
What do I need with 
no plan? 
ROSENBAUM: 1|’m 
sure Vader has one. 
CACTUS: Good. Then 
I'll figure it out and 
he’ll be done. When 
you got no plan, no- 
body can read your 
mind. 

BERNUCCA: | don’t 
think anybody could 
read your mind. 
CACTUS: Thank you. 
BERNUCA: I’m not 
sure | meant it as a 
compliment. Let’s 
face it: What Vader 
did to you could only 
have knocked every- 
thing back where it 
belonged. 

CACTUS: What? 
APTER: You’re in trou- 
ble, Chris. 

CACTUS: Why? 
APTER: Maybe you’re 
not. 

CACTUS: Nobody’s in 
trouble. Only Vader 
and Race. 
ROSENBAUM: Have 
you thought about 
who you hate more, Vader or 
Race? 

CACTUS: What does it matter? | 
hate ‘em both. 

BERNUCCA: Have you seen the 
replay of what Vader did to you? 
CACTUS: Saw it. Felt it. Don’t 
remember it, so it’s a good thing 
there are tapes. 

APTER: What was your first reaction 
when you saw it? 


CACTUS: | said, “So that’s who did 
it to me.” 

ROSENBAUM: You didn’t know? 
CACTUS: | didn’t remember. My 
melon was knocked around pretty 
good, you know. 

ROSENBAUM: Didn’t the doctors 
tell you to retire? : 
CACTUS: They didn’t waste thei 
breath. Look, Rosenbaum, I’m built 
for one of two things: kicking butt 
or robbing banks. I’m no robber, so 
I’m left with one choice, and the 
wrestling ring’s the only place | can 
do it legally. 

BERNUCCA: So retirement isn’t in 
the plans. 

CACTUS: It is. For Vader. 

APTER: Wasn't there a time when 
you thought Race was a pretty good 
manager? 

CACTUS: Never. He’s a leech and 
that’s all he is. A has-been. Never 
liked him, never will. 

APTER: And Paul! Orndorff? 
CACTUS: What about him? 

APTER: Like him or hate him? 
CACTUS: | don’t like anyone, Bill. 
Put it this way, you’re a good soul, 
but if | never saw you again, it 
wouldn’t bother me at all. 
BERNUCCA: Bill, | think he loves you. 
CACTUS: | don’t have time for 
love. | only have time for revenge. 
ROSENBAUM: So | guess our time 
is up. Thanks for your time, and 
good luck against Vader. 

CACTUS: | don’t need luck. Vader 
does. oO 


WHY HE. WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Was recovering from an attack that 
almost ended his career, courtesy 
of WCW World champion Big Van 
Vader and his manager, Harley 
Race ... Had suffered from a severe 
concussion and spells of amnesia 
... His status as a fan favorite was 
still foreign to him. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: Unrated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Didn't 
win the WCW World title from 
Vader, nor did he gain satisfactory 
revenge ... Vader used the ring 


Cactus engages fan favorite Sting in a front facelock. At the time of the Vader attack, 
Cactus, too, was a fan favorite. Given his passion for revenge, it wouldn’t have been 
surprising if he suddenly reverted to his rulebreaking ways. 


ropes to rip off two-thirds of Jack’s 
ear during a March 1994 match in 
Germany ... Won the WCW World 
tag team title with Kevin Sullivan 
on May 22 in Philadelphia. 
CURRENT STATUS: Wrestles as 
several different personalities in the 
WWF, including Cactus Jack, Dude 
Love, Mankind, and Mick Foley. 
INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Dave 
Rosenbaum): “The frightening 
aspect of interviewing someone 
like Foley is that it’s almost impos- 


sible to gauge his mood until it’s 


too late. | was tough on him 
throughout the interview, but | had 
to catch myself at times and re- 
member that Cactus Jack was twice 
my size and quite irrational.” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “Vader disgusted and sick- 
ened me to the point that | wanted 
to vomit. The man tried to make 
me a-cripple. | felt so lucky when 
he entered the WWF in 1995. 
Finally, there was someone as 
demented as me who | could team 
with.” 
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CURT HENNIG 


Fi though he didn’t wrestle, Curt Hennig caused quite 2 a stir at 


WrestleMania X. WWF officials appointed him guest referee for the earth.” 
the World title match between Yokozuna and Lex Luger. But 

when Luger had the 550-pound Samoan covered for nine seconds, 

Hennig refused to make the count. 

After Luger twice put his hands on 
Hennig, “Mr. Perfect” disqualified him. 
Luger called the decision “bogus,” and for a 
while it looked like the Luger-Hennig feud 
that raged for several months in 1993 would 
be rekindled in 1994. 

It never happened. A few weeks after 
WrestleMania, the WWF announced that 
Hennig had been suspended for not meet- 
ing certain contractual obligations. It 
appears his days in the WWF are over. 

Hennig is now rumored to be heading to 
WCW, where a few of his old friends and 
rivals are currently making their living. “Mr. 
Perfect” was once allied with Bobby 
Heenan and WCW World champ Ric Flair 
in the WWF, but they had a falling-out. It’s 
Hennig who takes credit for driving Flair out 
of the WWF, since he beat the “Nature 
Boy” in a loser-leaves-the-WWF match 
early in 1993. 

Hennig also knows Commissioner Nick 
Bockwinkel well from their days in the 
AWA in the 1980s. He beat Bockwinkel for 
the AWA World title on May 2, 1987. 

Senior Editor Bill Apter met Hennig at a 
legends banquet on the eve of WCW’s 
Slamboree in Philadelphia. Curt’s father, the 
great Larry “The Ax” Hennig, and his broth- 
er, Jesse, also attended. 

“As always, Curt has a very high opinion 
of himself,” Apter reported, “but | guess a 
man with his skills has a right to be a little 
arrogant. | have a hunch he'll be wrestling 
somewhere in the near future. Whether it 
will be in WCW, | really don’t know at this 
point.” 


APTER: First of all, what 
are you doing at Slam- 
boree? 

HENNIG: I’m not at 
Slamboree. My dad invit- 
ed my younger brother 
and me to accompany 
him to this banquet, 
that’s all. | know you’re 
a nosy, balding jerk, 
Apter, and you're trying 
to make up some sort of 
bull story that I’m com- 
ing to WCW. Well, you 
won't get any story like 
that from me. 

APTER: Have you ex- 
changed pleasantries 
with Bobby Heenan or 
Ric Flair yet? 

HENNIG: There you go 
again. Okay, yes | did 
acknowledge them. We 
had a brief discussion ... 
APTER: About what? 
HENNIG: About 20 min- 
utes ago, okay? Stop pry- 
ing or Ill pry that hook 
nose of yours off your 
face! 

APTER: |'m just trying to 
get a story. 

HENNIG: I'll write 
one—your obituary—if 
you keep getting me 
angry! 


APTER: Sorry. Many of Curt Hennig was absent from ihe WWF for five months before returning as guest referee for the 


our readers say that you Lex Luger-Yokozuna match at WrestleMania X. Luger still insists Hennig’s questionable officiating 
haven’t shown up recent- cost him the World title. 


ly in the WWF because 

you're afraid of Lex Luger. Any truth 
to that? 

HENNIG: I’m going to give all the 
idiots who buy your stupid rag the 
truth. | am sick of hearing about 
Lex Luger. People in restaurants, 
people in airports, people in bath- 
rooms, everyone wants to know 
what I think of the great Lex Luger. 
I’m here to tell you that the only 
thing great about Lex Luger is his 
body odor. I’ve seen it clear out 
entire dressing rooms. Hasn’t he 
ever heard of something called 
deodorant? 

APTER: Please stick to the point. 
Are you scared of Luger? 


HENNIG: Hell, no. I’m perfect. I’m 
not scared of anyone. If anything, 
Luger is terrified of me. 

APTER: So why aren’t you in the 
WWF wrestling him? 

HENNIG: Look, | have nothing to 
prove to you or anyone else, Apter. 
1 beat Luger a hundred times and | 
could beat him a hundred more 
times if | wanted to. | have more 
important things to do. 

APTER: Like challenging Ric Flair 
for the WCW World belt? 

HENNIG: I ran Ric Flair out of the 
WWE. Everyone knows that. | 
could beat Flair and he is very well- 
aware of that fact. Right now Flair 


seems to have his mind on Hulk 
Hogan. You know, wrestling’s sav- 
ior. 

APTER: You say that very sarcasti- 
cally. 

HENNIG: | am being sarcastic. Line 
‘em up for me. Bring on Ric Flair, 
bring on Hulk Hogan, bring on Lex 
Luger. I’ll beat them all. Nobody in 
wrestling has all the tools | have. 
You should be calling me the 
“Total Package” now. 

APTER: That’s what Luger used to 
call himself. 

HENNIG: No kidding. | notice you 
say “used to call himself.” Not any 
longer. He’s done, as far as I’m 


concerned. Crush will kick his butt 
all over the country and then take 
him down to the islands and roast 
him like they do a pig. Only differ- 
ence is, people like the taste of a 
dead, roasted pig. Nobody likes Lex 
Luger anyway. ; 

APTER: Now that you're not 
wrestling too often, what occupies 
your time? 

HENNIG: I’m shocked, Apter, an 
intelligent question for a change. 
I’m very proud of you, that’s really 
good. 

APTER: Stop it, Hennig. 

HENNIG: Bald and blushing. What 
a combination! 

APTER: Answer the question, 
please. 

HENNIG: In my spare time, Apter, 
I am training my younger brother 
Jesse for his pro career. He has had 
a few pro matches with some pro- 
motions in Minnesota and | want to 
help him go right to the top, just 
like | did. 

APTER: How long before he calls 
himself something like “Mr. 


Perfect”? 

HENNIG: Please, Apter. Now 
you’re asking stupid questions 
again. | thought you and | were 
finally on the right track. The 
answer, Bill, is never. Nobody can 
be as perfect as me. He'll get close, 
but not that close. 

APTER: What about your dad, Larry 
“The Ax” Hennig? Was he perfect? 
HENNIG: Don’t try to start trouble 
in my family! You’re treading on 
thin ice, you jerk. 

APTER: Okay, I’m sorry. Let's get 
back to the WWF. Why couldn’t 
you win the World belt from Bret 
Hart, the man who nearly crippled 
you a few years ago? 

HENNIG: Great sportsman, that 
Bret Hart. Don’t just win, keep an 
opponent in the “sharpshooter” 
until you nearly cripple him, I’ve 
seen him do that to dozens of 
opponents. | never gave up. | never 
considered giving up. The referee 
thought I quit. When | got back to 
the dressing room, | told him | 
didn’t quit, but the WWF hierarchy 


didn’t buy it. So | got ticked off and 
walked out. 

APTER: But you were seriously 
injured. 

HENNIG: | don’t want to discuss 
that. Move on to something else, 
Apter. 

APTER: Why? 

HENNIG: Because I order you to! 
APTER: All right, all right! If you did 
go to WCW, would you consider 
hiring Bobby Heenan as your man- 
ager again? 

HENNIG: For a guy who supposed- 
ly knows a lot about wrestling, 
Apter, you ask some pretty stupid 
questions. How could Heenan 
manage me? Bobby Heenan is a 
brilliant broadcast journalist. He 
doesn’t manage wrestlers anymore, 
If | needed a manager, and believe 
me, | don’t, | would probably ask 
the most important man in 
wrestling—other than me, of 
course: my father, Hall of Famer 
Larry Hennig. 

APTER: If you ... 

HENNIG: Wait a second. Why 


Curt and his father, Larry, chat with broadcaster Eric Bischoff at WCW’s Slamboree weekend. It 


wasn't long after that Bischoff was head of WCW and devising a plan to g 


et Curt to join the NWO. 


don’t you ask me if | might want to 
be a manager. After all, | did help 
train and manage Flair in the WWF. 
APTER: Would you want to man- 
age? 

HENNIG: Good question, Bill. If 
Ric Flair aspired to be greater. If 
Big Van Vader wanted to be the 
very best he could be. If Sting 
wanted to be WCW World champi- 
on again, only | could make it hap- 
pen. | am not only perfect in the 
ring, Apter, | am perfect in the 
strategy room. When | wrestled or 
prepared Flair to wrestle, it took 
weeks of perfect planning. | could 
make any wrestler a champion if | 
wanted to. Or | could be a champi- 
on, if | wanted to. 

APTER: What's holding you back? 
HENNIG: Myself. | want to wait un- 
til the golfing season is over before | 
decide the perfect way to direct my 
career. | can’t really be bothered 
with wrestling right now. | have so 
much tee time to attend to. 

APTER: Anything you want to say to 
the fans before we end this interview? 
HENNIG: You know, Apter, Ill tell 
you when we end this interview. 
This whole magazine should be 
about me. You guys waste so much 


expensive ink on guys like Hart, 
Sting, Hogan, and Flair. It makes 
me want to puke. Yeah, | want to 
tell the fans that they still haven’t 
seen the last or the best of Curt 
Hennig. | will win more titles than 
anyone in history. | am the greatest 


When Hennig and 
Flair last they met in 
the WWF, they were 
anything but friendly; 
Hennig drove the 
“Nature Boy” from 
the federation by 
beating him in a 
loser-leaves-the- 
WWF bout. 


human sports machine on the face 
of the earth. There is no doubt in 
my mind about that. Okay, your 
interview is over. 

APTER: Thanks a lot, Curt. 
HENNIG: It’s been your pleasure, 
I’m sure. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: As 
a special referee at WrestleMania 
X, he cost Lex Luger the WWF 
World title when he refused to 
make a three-count on Yokozuna 
... Suspended by the WWF for fail- 
ing to meet contractual obligations 
... Attended Slamboree ‘94 with his 
father, Larry, and his younger 
brother, Jesse, which sparked 
rumors of an imminent WCW 
debut. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: Not rated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Didn't 
enter WCW ... Returned to the 
WWF as a commentator in No- 
vember 1995 ... Finally joined 
WCW in 1997 as a “free agent” ... 
Turned against The Four Horsemen 
to join the NWO, then won the 
USS. title from Steve McMichael. 
CURRENT STATUS: A member of 


NWO Wolfpack, along with confi- 
dant Rick Rude. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Bill 
Apter): “This was one of the rare 
occasions when ‘Press Conference’ 
was conducted by a single reporter, 
namely me. Hennig was derogato- 
ry, insulting, and in a miserable 
mood. | would have given anything 
to have some backup that day!” 
LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “I remember the 
Slamboree ‘94 weekend quite 
clearly. It was a wonderful event 
full of nostalgia, good food, and 
great entertainment. The only low 
point was having to waste my valu- 
able time talking to that balding 
jerk, Bill Apter. | should have 
refused to grant him an interview. 
At least it would have saved me 
from becoming violently ill!” 


“Me and Hulk Hogan had 
our little run-in a bunch 
of years ago, but that’s 
ancient history. We 
‘Settled our differences 


t 


RANDY SIVAG 


T relationship between Randy Savage and Hulk 


Hogan is one of the most fascinating of recent 

times. They have gone from being arch-rivals in 
the mid-1980s, to tag team partners in 1988, when 
Savage held the WWF World belt. But by 1989, they 
were enemies involved in a feud centering around 
Elizabeth, Savage’s manager and future wife. From all 
appearances, that feud was never settled, although Hogan 
beat Savage for the World title at WrestleMania V. 

Savage vs. Hogan. Hogan vs. Savage. In February 
1989, Savage slapped Elizabeth and attacked 
Hogan. But by 1993, we were.seeing a kinder, 
gentler Savage. He was working primarily as a : 
color commentator on WWF broadcasts; the (ee 
“Macho Man” generally condemned rulebreak- 
ers and applauded fan favorites. 

Nonetheless, the history of Hogan- 
Savage made wrestling fans sit up and 
take notice when, in November 1994, 
Savage announced that he was leaving 
the WWF and coming to WCW. He left 
several questions unanswered, including 
this delectable one: Would he join 
Hogan, or challenge him? 

Savage promised to answer the ques- 
tion at Starrcade ‘94. “I'll either shake his 
hand or slap his face,” he said. In the 
weeks leading up to Starrcade, Kevin 
Sullivan even hinted that Savage had 
signed with the Three Faces of Fear. 

Starrcade '94 finally arrived and 
Hogan defeated Brutus Beefcake, another 
former friend. Sullivan and Avalanche 
then stormed the ring for a three-way 
attack on Hogan. Then Savage made his 
grand entrance. He cleared the ring and 

. thrilled the crowd by shaking Hogan’s 
hand. It was a marvelous moment. 

The new Hogan-Savage alliance was the 
sole subject when Senior Editor Bill Apter 
traveled to Atlanta with Seniors Writers Eddie 
Ellner and Dave Rosenbaum to interview 
Savage. They could have talked all night. 
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BILL APTER: “Macho,” judging by 
what happened at Starrcade, it 
looked like you didn’t make your 
decision regarding Hulk Hogan 
until the last second. Is that true? 
RANDY SAVAGE: Maybe it looked 
that way, Bill Apter, but that’s not 
the way it was. No way, that’s not 
the way it was. Sure, | had some 
choices to make, and they were 
some tough choices, but even if | 
went against Hulk Hogan, | wasn’t 
going to do it alongside the Three 
Faces of Fear. 

EDDIE ELLNER: But | thought you 
had an agreement with Kevin 
Sullivan. 

SAVAGE: Wrong again, Eddie Ellner. 
Kevin Sullivan thought he had an 
agreement with me, but there was 
never any agreement, never anything 


1 said to convince him that | was 
going to be on his side for one sec- 


ond. | don’t know where he ever got 


the idea, but it worked in my favor. 
DAVE ROSENBAUM: Well, where 
do you think he got the idea? Let's 
face it, he was pretty convinced that 
the fourth Face of Fear had been 
signed. 

SAVAGE: There was never any 
signing on the dotted line, Dave 
Rosenbaum, never any handshake 
or discussion of contract. Let me 
tell you how it went, if | may. 
APTER: You certainly may. 
ELLNER: |’m looking forward to 
hearing this, just to see how it 
matches up with what Kevin 
Sullivan told me. 

SAVAGE: You talked to Sullivan? 
ELLNER: That's right. 


SAVAGE: And what did that 
demented individual tell you? 
ELLNER: That's for me to know. 
Let’s hear your side of the story. 
SAVAGE: He came up to me and 
said, “Macho, | hear you’re in 
WCW now. Well, there’s another 
man in WCW who you might be 
interested in. An old friend, so to 
speak. Someone you once had an 
ax to grind with.” And | said, “Who 
might that be?” and he answered, 
“Hulk Hogan.” 

ROSENBAUM: Which, of course, 
you already knew. 

SAVAGE: Ooooooh-yeah, | knew it, 
but | didn’t want to give anything 
away. 
ELLNER: Strike one. Sullivan told 
me you came to him and said, 
“There’s a man | want and his 
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Savage and Hogan were partners at SummerSlam '88, when they routed Ted DiBiase and 
Andre the Giant, but fell out soon thereafter. 


name is Hulk Hogan.” 

SAVAGE: That’s right, that’s what | 
said later, but what I said and what 
he thought | meant were two dif- 
ferent things. 

APTER: So you were setting up the 
Three Faces of Fear. 

SAVAGE: Maybe, and then again, 
maybe not. Let me finish my story 
first, Bill, and you'll see it a lot 
clearer, a whole lot clearer, 
because this is the way it went and 
what Kevin Sullivan heard and 
thought is another matter. So he 
said to me, “You have a bone to 
pick with Hulk Hogan. He did you 
wrong a few years ago, just like 
he’s done everybody else wrong, 
and this is your chance to get even. 
Don’t you want to get even?” And I 
said to him, “When a man does me 
wrong, I want to get even,” 


ROSENBAUM: | can see where 
Sullivan might have misunderstood 
you. You did have a score to settle 
with Hogan and | can see where 
Sullivan thought that you’d want to 
get even. 

SAVAGE: Dave Rosenbaum, hear me 
once because I’m never going to say 
it again: Me and Hulk Hogan had 
our little run-in a bunch of years 
ago, but that’s ancient history and it 
doesn’t matter anymore. We settled 
our differences a long time ago and 
now it’s time to go on to something 
else. Besides, the thing that tore us 
apart is no longer a factor, and I 
think any wrestling historian, which 
all three of you men claim to be, 
would agree that we were better 
together than apart. 

ELLNER: | wouldn't agree with that. 
Hogan brought you down, and 


when you broke up, he beat you 
for the WWF World title. 
SAVAGE: SummerSlam 1988. 
Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage. 
Ted DiBiase and Andre the 
Giant. Who beat who? 

APTER: Good point, Randy, but 
you won another title after that. 
Don’t you want a shot at the 
WCW World title? 

SAVAGE: Sure, Bill, I’d like to 
win the WCW World title, but 
what’s right is right and a man 
has to do what a man has to do. 
ELLNER: What in the world does 
that mean? It sounds to me like 
your only choice was to go after 
Hogan and the title right away. 
Why wait? 

SAVAGE: Because a man has to 
do what's right. I’ve changed 
my ways a little, Eddie Ellner, 
and I’m not the man I used to 
be. | finally got it to the point 
where people could say, 
“There’s Randy Savage. You can 
trust that man.” People used to 
think of me as a wild, out-of- 
control maniac, and that’s not 
the image | want to project. 
What's right is right and | had 
to do what's right. 

ELLNER: Sullivan told me that 
you told him that you were 
going to be there at Starrcade. 
SAVAGE: Wasn't I? 

ELLNER: And that you were going 
to be there for him. 

SAVAGE: | think me and the Three 
Faces of Fear crossed paths, don’t 
you? 

ELLNER: Let’s face it, Savage, this 
was a well-calculated ruse on your 
part. 

SAVAGE: Maybe so, but they were 
the ones attacking Hulk Hogan 
every chance they got. Ever since 
he got to WCW, it’s been one 
enemy after another, attacking him 
from behind, putting on masks, try- 
ing to get him with chairs and steel 
pipes. Doesn’t anybody play by the 
rules around here? 

APTER: Interesting point ... 
ROSENBAUM: No it’s not. The real 
Randy Savage never played by the 
rules. Even when he was a fan 


favorite, he was never a flat-out 
good guy. He’d always get around 
one rule or cut the corners on 
another and you always knew he 
was dangerous. Try this question on 
for size, Randy: What do you have 
to gain by being on Hogan’s side? 
SAVAGE: I have a better question: 
What do | have to lose? Maybe |! 
don’t want to be a full-time wres- 
tler. Maybe there are little things ! 
want to do or have to do here and 
there and they take priority. Maybe 
I’m just waiting. 

APTER: Waiting for what? 

SAVAGE: Waiting for the “Hulk- 
ster” to pass the torch once again. 
When he leaves, somebody's going 
to have to carry the fire for him. 
ELLNER: | can’t believe what I’m 
hearing. 

APTER: How about Sting? 
SAVAGE: Sting is fine. Now the 
“Hulkster” has a choice, and he 
also has somebody watching his 
back, just like he once did for me. 
ROSENBAUM: Are you telling me 
this goes back to WrestleMania IV, 
when Hogan helped you win the 
WWE World title? 

SAVAGE: All things add up. He 
owes me and I owe him. Put us 
together and that makes us a pretty 


good team. 

ELLNER: We'll see about that. 
SAVAGE: Oh yes, we will. 
Ooooooh-yeah! 0 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
When Savage entered WCW in 
November 1994, no one knew if he 
would reunite with World champi- 
on Hulk Hogan or declare war on 
him ... Saved Hogan from the 
Faces of Fear at Starrcade ‘94, then 
shook his hand ... Savage claimed 
to be Hogan’s ally, but some still 
had their doubts. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 6 in 
Most Popular. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: He was a 
loyal friend to Hogan for the next 
18 months ... To the world’s shock, 
Hogan turned against Savage and 


immediately formed the New 
World Order in July 1996 ... Sav- 
age stunned everyone by helping 
Hogan defeat Roddy Piper and by 
joining the NWO in February 1997 
... Savage later split from Hogan 
and formed the NWO Wolfpack 
with Kevin Nash, 

CURRENT STATUS: Along with 
Nash, he is intent on driving Hogan 
out of the sport. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Dave 
Rosenbaum): “Eddie Ellner was all 
over Savage, accusing him of dou- 
ble-crossing Kevin Sullivan and 
lying about his real intentions. On 


the other hand, Apter was too busy 
sucking up to Savage to get the 
truth. As usual, | was the only voice 
of reason. If | hadn’t been busy 
playing the mediator, Savage would 
have torn us apart!” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “Oooooooh-yeah, | re- 
member feeling the temptation, the 
inclination, and the desire to rip 
Ellner’s head from his body, yeah! 
What's that dude doing these days, 
still sprinkling ashes at Yankee 
Stadium? Yeah, he’s real lucky that 
the ‘Macho Man‘ was merciful that 
day!” 


hat could “stunning” Steve Austin possibly have in common 
with a professional golfer? Probably very little, unless that 
golfer is Davis Love Ill. Then the two men would have at least 
one thing in common: Each could claim he is the best man in his chosen 


sport never to have won a major title. 

Oh, sure, you can say that Austin 
has won major titles. He was the 
WCW TV champion for nearly a 
year and has also held the WCW 
U.S. heavyweight and World tag 
team crowns. But he hasn’t won the 
wrestling equivalent of a major golf 
tournament—a world heavyweight 
title. Austin has always had the tal- 
ent, attitude, and charisma associat- 
ed with a world champion, so it is 
hard to explain why he has yet to 
capture wrestling’s highest honor. 

It became apparent in the past 
year that if Austin was going to win 
a world title, it wouldn’t be in 
WCW, where he had become 
somewhat of a forgotten man. The 
frustration became too much for 

him, and when ECW came calling, 
Austin didn’t waste any time pack- 
ing his bags and heading north. He 
also didn’t waste any time engaging 
The Sandman in a feud, which 
should be reaching a fever pitch by 
the time you read this. 

Austin recently sat down with 
Associate Publisher Craig Peters, 
Associate Editor Brandi Man- 
kiewicz, and Senior Writer Chris 
Bernucca for a couple cups of cof- 
fee and a couple thousand words. 
He refused to repeat his diatribe 
against WCW but did shed some 
light on his federation jump and ¥ 
what he has in store for The 
Sandman. 


BRANDI MANKIEWICZ: Is he 
ever going to show up? 

CRAIG PETERS: Brandi, !'ve found 
that the only way to get a wrestler 
to be on time for something is to 
ring a bell before it starts. 

CHRIS BERNUCCA: Wait a 
minute, here he comes. 

STEVE AUSTIN (approaching 
table): Okay, let’s get this over 
with. Craig, Chris, you know the 
drill. Who’s the dame? 
MANKIEWICZ: My name is 
Brandi, and I’m not a dame. 
AUSTIN: You're right. If your 
name is Brandi, you’re a flavored 
whiskey. 

MANKIEWICZ: Is it always like 
this? 

PETERS: Usually worse. Just keep 
asking questions. 

AUSTIN: Let’s not waste any 
time. Can | get a cup of coffee 
over here? 

BERNUCCA: Steve, can we talk 
about the interview you did on 
ECW TV recently? You said some 
things about WCW that weren't 
exactly complimentary. 

AUSTIN: I’m not repeating any of 
that. | said what needed to be 
said. I’m glad to be out of there. 
There’s no need to elaborate. 
PETERS: Is it true that WCW pre- 
vented you from reforming The 
Hollywood Blonds with Brian 
Pillman? 

AUSTIN: Craig, are you hearing 
okay? | said I’m not talking about 
any of that. Ask Brian Pillman. 
BERNUCCA: Okay, how about the 
title shots? Does WCW really cater 
to Hulk Hogan that much? 
AUSTIN: Have you been living in 
an igloo? Hogan has had the red 
carpet rolled out for him ever since 
he came down there. Even his bud- 
dies know that. 

BERNUCCA: Is that why you left? 
AUSTIN: That was one reason. 
There were others. But that was a 
big reason. What good is it to bust 
your butt for three or four years, 
make a name and a reputation for 
yourself, and become totally for- 
gotten when the fair-haired boy 
shows up? Who needs that crap? 


MANKIEWICZ: Is it different in 
ECW? 

AUSTIN: About as different as 
being a man as opposed to being a 
woman. 

MANKIEWICZ: What's that sup- 
posed to mean? 

AUSTIN (sips from coffee): It 
means that there’s no room for cry- 
babies in ECW. You see what the 
level of competition is like here. 
Wrestlers come to ECW from pro- 
motions all over the world. Why do 
you think guys like Konnan and 
Psicosis and Rey Misterio Jr. are 
wrestling here? Because they want 
to face the best in the world. In 
ECW, everybody comes to their 
match ready to leave it all in the 
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tude, but might have his eye on his lovely manager. 


ring. There’s no pretty boys who 
get preferential treatment. If you 
want to win a title here, you better 
be ready to wrestle, and wrestle 
hard. And that’s one thing Steve 
Austin still knows how to do. 
PETERS: You didn’t show much of 
that in your last couple of matches 
in WCW. Before you left, you 
weren't even a top contender to any 
title, much less a champion. 
AUSTIN: Now we'll get into some 
of the other reasons why | left. Do 
you know that I have been 
wrestling despite two major 
injuries? 

BERNUCCA: That sounds like sour 
grapes to me. 
AUSTIN: You can call it whatever 
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A left knee injury that 
Austin suffered in a 
match against Hacksaw 
Duggan last fall kept him 
out of action for months. 
He never seriously con- 
tended for a title in WCW 
after that happened. 


you want.. The fact is that | have 
been competing with a knee injury 
that would confine most people to 
a bed. | also hurt my left arm a 
couple of months ago. That basical- 
ly made me a one-armed wrestler. 
But even with one arm, I’m still 
better than 90 percent of the 
wrestlers out there. But WCW 
didn’t want to hear about that. 
They just kept putting me in singles 
matches against whoever they felt 
like pairing me with. 

BERNUCCA: What would you 


rather they have done? 

AUSTIN: They could have heard 
me out, | told them that I could 
compete but that | wanted to be in 
tag team matches. | wanted Brian 
as my partner. Tag team wrestling 
is less demanding than singles 
wrestling because you have a part- 
ner that does half the work. Brian 
was willing to carry the load until | 
got back to full strength. 
MANKIEWICZ: Would you have 
teamed with anyone else? 

AUSTIN: No way. Brian was the 


only option. | realized we 
had something special when 
we won the WCW tag team 
title, and | wanted to get 
that back. If WCW was 
going to let Hogan control 
the singles competition, 
then the only way | could 
get a belt was as a tag team 
wrestler. | was willing to 
give up the World title 
chase for a little while if it 
meant I could get the recog- 
nition as a tag team champ, 
but WCW didn’t care about 
what I wanted. They only 
cared about what they 
wanted. | just had the feel- 
ing that if we got back 
together as the Blonds, we 
wouldn’t have gotten the 
matches we wanted for a 
long time. 

PETERS: Your best days 
were two or three years ago, 
when ... 

AUSTIN: Craig, get some- 
thing straight. All of Steve 
Austin’s best days are still to 
come. My career so far— 
which some _ wrestlers 
would die for—has only 
been the tip of the iceberg. 
There is so much untapped 
talent in this body that it’s 
scary. 

PETERS: Okay. Some of your 
best days in WCW were two 
or three years ago, when 
you held the TV title for 
almost a year as a member 
of The Dangerous Alliance. 
Paul E. Dangerously was 
your manager then, and he is a cen- 
tral figure in ECW. Is there any 
chance .., 

AUSTIN: Of getting back together 
with him? 

BERNUCCA: Yeah. 

AUSTIN: There’s a chance. I’m not 
going to say no, and I’m not going 
to say yes. I’m still feeling my way 
around. | haven’t even had my first 
match yet, so | can’t say if I’m 
going to take on a manager, or a 
tag team partner, or anything else. 
PETERS: There’s no hard feelings 


between you and Paul E.? 
AUSTIN: Paul E. rubs a lot of 
people the wrong way, but | 
never had any major beef with 
him. We had our disagree- 
ments and our arguments, but 
we both respected each other. 
He let me do my thing. That's 
why | came to ECW—to do 
my own thing my way. As far 
as Paul E. goes, all I'll say is 
the door is open. 
MANKIEWICZ: Why have you 
targeted The Sandman? 
AUSTIN: Because | don’t like 
him. | don’t like the way 
comes to the ring smoking a 
cigarette. | don’t like the way 
he struts around with his man- 
ager, Woman. He gets plenty 
of attention around here. 
When | beat him, all that 
attention will be focused on 
me. Then maybe Woman will 
realize that if she wants to be 
seen with a real man, she'll 
start hanging around with me. 
BERNUCCA: You've men- 
tioned Paul E., and now 
you've mentioned Woman. Is 
having a manager that impor- 
tant, and which one would 
you prefer? 

AUSTIN: Having a manager makes 
things outside the ring a lot easier. 
1 don’t need Paul E. or Woman to 
tell me what to do inside the ring. | 
know the drill. But I’m going to be 


“Stunning” 
Steve honed his 
skills this year 
during several 
trips to Japan, 
where he took 
on the likes of 
Masahiro 
Chono. He’s 
convinced, 
however, that 
ECW can offer 
him the stiffest 
competition. 


a hot commodity in ECW, and | 
expect the managers to start lining 
up for the chance to represent me. 
Given my pick of the litter, don’t 
you think | would rather have that 


cute little thing on my arm? 
MANKIEWICZ: | do believe 
you're a male chauvinist. 
AUSTIN: I’m not anything 
but the object of desire. Men 
want to wrestle me, and 
women want to have me, I’m 
in great demand. That's just 
how it is. 

PETERS: There’s still the ques- 
tion of that first world title. By 
coming to ECW, you seem to 
have given up on that dream. 
AUSTIN: Says who? Look, 
just because I’m not compet- 
ing in the WWF or WCW 
doesn’t mean I’m not one of 
the top wrestlers in the 
world. There’s a lot of win- 
dow dressing in those federa- 
tions that hides what's really 
going on. Hogan wouldn’t 
last a minute in ECW. 
Someone would hit him over 
the head with a chair and 
he'd going crying back to Ted 
Turner and Eric Bischoff. The 
people who know wrestling 
know this is where the best 
wrestling in the world is. 
MANKIEWICZ: How long 
before we can expect to see 
you on top of ECW? 
AUSTIN: I don’t know. But | do 
know this. For every second | sit 
here, I’m delaying it even further. 
This interview’s over people. Gotta 
g0. C 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Had recently left WCW because his 
career had arrived at a standstill 
there, despite winning the U.S., TV, 
and World tag team titles ... 
Entered ECW and immediately tar- 
geted The Sandman, the federa- 
tion’s most popular competitor at 
the time ... Critics said that Austin’s 
failure to win a world title was 
proof of his unrealized potential. 
POSITION IN RATINGS: Unrated. 
AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Failed to 
win the ECW title ... Jumped at the 
chance to enter the WWF and join 
Ted DiBiase’s Million Dollar 


Corporation in 1996 ... His feud 
with Bret Hart in early-1997 trans- 
formed him into-a fan favorite ... 
Defeated Shawn Michaels for the 
WWF World title at WrestleMania 
XIV. 

CURRENT STATUS: As WWF cham- 
pion, he is locked in a personal feud 
with federation owner Vince 
McMahon. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Craig 
Peters): “There’s no doubt Austin 
was a bit hypocritical in that inter- 
view. He repeatedly stated that 
ECW was the toughest promotion 
in the world, therefore there was no 


need to compete in either of the 
Big Two. Yet he soon went to the 
WWF and changed his name to 
‘The Ringmaster.’ | think Austin has 
matured a lot since then.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTER- 
VIEWEE SAYS: “The only reason | 
agreed to do that stupid little inter- 
view was because they promised 
that damn mother hen, Bill Apter, 
wasn’t gonna be there. Then | get 
there and three people are waitin’ 
to ambush me, like it was Meet The 
Press or somethin’. And you can tell 
that red-haired dame I’m still a 
chauvinist—and damn proud of it!” 
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TERRY FUNK 


e stupid, but 
Jing's just in. my, 


~~ e is a true legend of the sport, a classic brawler 

> | who has spilled more pints of blood and broken 

% more bones—his and his opponents’—than per- 

haps any other wrestler in history. But has Terry Funk 
reached the end of his career? 

That’s the question everybody was asking after 
ECW Barely Legal, where Funk defeated Raven for the 
heavyweight title. For weeks, there had been rumors 

that Funk would announce his retirement after the 
card. But when Funk won the belt, there was no 
announcement. 

Funk, 53, made his pro debut in December 1965 
and soon after formed an outstanding tag team with 
his brother, Dory Funk Jr. Their war with Jack and 
Jerry Brisco was among the most heated of all-time. 
Terry was also a fine singles wrestler, and when he 

defeated Jack Brisco for the NWA World title in 
1975, Terry and Dory became the first brothers to win 
that belt. 

Terry has cut back on his schedule over the past few 
years and now wrestles in ECW, other independents, and 
Japan. Perhaps his career is winding down. Tommy Dreamer 
thought so. Dreamer, Sandman, and Stevie Richards were 
scheduled to battle in a three-way match at Barely Legal to 
decide who would wrestle ECW champ Raven, but Dreamer 
graciously stepped aside and gave his spot to Funk. 

Funk took advantage of that opportunity. With his wife, 
Vicki, watching, he won the three-man match, then, immedi- 
ately after, battled Raven for the belt. When Reggie Bennett 
interfered and piledrived Funk, Dreamer came to Funk’s res- 
cue. He DDT’d Raven, then Funk scored the pin. 

Can Funk quit while he’s on top? That’s the main ques- 

tion Senior Editor Bill Apter, Managing Editor Brandi 
_ Mankiewicz, and Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum wanted 
| him to answer when we convened this “Press Con- 
| ference.” By the way, in the interview, Funk referred to 
the ECW belt as a world title. PWI does not recognize 
the ECW belt as a world title. 


» 


BILL APTER: Terry, on behalf of every- 
one at Pro Wrestling Illustrated, \'d 
like to say congratulations on win- 
ning your second ECW heavyweight 
title at Barely Legal and continuing 
a tradition of excellence that has 
been equaled by few wrestlers in 
the sport’s history. You've been 
going strong now since 1965, and 
that’s an amazing record in any- 
one’s book. 

TERRY FUNK: Thank you, Bill, for 
your kind words. | know I’ve 
always had a supporter in the peo- 
ple at Pro Wrestling Illustrated. But 
now I’d like to say one important 
thing: That last victory of mine 
wouldn't have been possible with- 
out the unselfishness of a young 
man by the name of Tommy 
Dreamer. He knew that my dream 
was to win one more world title 
and go out in style. 

DAVE ROSENBAUM: Well, what's 
the story with that, Terry? Are you 
going out? Have we seen the last of 
Terry Funk? Those are the rumors, 
you know. 

FUNK: Well, you can talk about 
the rumors all you want, but that’s 
all they are for now. I’m not saying 
I’m going to retire soon, I’m not 


saying I’m not going to retire. The 
truth is that my family and | sat 
down a few weeks before Barely 
Legal and decided that, win or lose, 
that was gonna be the last night | 
wrestled. But the thrill of winning 
that belt just overwhelmed me, so 
I’m gonna keep goin’ for a while. 
Right now, the retirement thing is 
just a personal decision between 
me and my family. 

BRANDI MANKIEWICZ:But your 
wife has already expressed her 
views on the matter. From what | 
understand, Vicki wants you to 
retire. 

FUNK: Well, that’s all well and 
good, and she has a big say in the 
matter. But, you know, women for 
the most part want their husbands 
at home, then their husbands come 
home for a while and they can’t 
wait to get them out of the house. 
Wrestling’s been a part of my life 
forever, and it’s gonna continue to 
be a big part of my life, whether or 
not | wrestle. Ill probably always 
stay involved in some way. Vicki 
knew what she was getting into 
when she became Mrs. Terry Funk. 
She married into a wrestling family, 
and she knows the business as well 


as anyone. | hear what she’s saying, 
but when you get right down to it, 
it’s my career, and | have to be 
happy with my decision, whatever 
that might be. 

APTER: Terry, I’ve known you for a 
long time, and you never struck me 
as the type of man who could ride off 
into the sunset on a rocking chair ... 
FUNK: That’s for damn sure, Bill. 
The sedentary life ain’t for me. 
APTER: Exactly. So here’s what I’m 
thinking: You're already well 
beyond the really active portion of 
your wrestling career. You’ve cut 
back considerably on your ring 
activities. Haven’t you already 
reached the proper balance between 
remaining active and retiring? 
FUNK: That’s a good point, Bill, and 
a lot of what you're saying is true. 
I’m not going to sit here and claim 
that I’m as active now as I was 20 
years ago, or even 10 years ago ... 
MANKIEWICZ: When you had that 
great feud with Ric Flair for the 
NWA World title. 

FUNK: Well, I’ve heard people say 
that was my last great stand. I don’t 
think of it that way. In my mind, 
winning the ECW World title is 
pretty serious business. But if you 
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remember, back then | said some- 
thing about not wanting to wrestle 
if | couldn’t be champion. Well, 
I’m World champion now. The 
whole equation has changed. There 
are different things to consider. 
ROSENBAUM: But retiring as 
champion ... that has to be the 
dream of every great wrestler. Going 
out on top and in grand style. 
Doesn’t that count for something? 
FUNK: Listen to me when | tell you 
this: Every great wrestler’s dream is 
to wrestle at the top of his game 
until he’s a hundred years old, if not 
older. You know, my dad was a 
wrestler, my brother is a wrestler, 


and I’m a wrestler. Call me stupid, 
but wrestling’s just in my blood. It 
always will be. To tell you the truth, 
| don’t hear none of those ECW fans 
screaming for my retirement. 

ROSENBAUM: We've already dis- 
cussed how you've cut back on 
your wrestling schedule, but you 
certainly haven’t cut back on your 
activity once you’re in the ring. You 
still go all-out. In that match at 
Barely Legal, you were bleeding 
like crazy, and when The Sandman 
came after you wrapped in barbed 
wire, | figured there’d be blood all 
over the arena. Then you have to 
take on Raven immediately after- 


ward, and you were up to the task. 
FUNK: As long as the blood’s still 
pumping, even if it’s pumping its 
way out of this old body, I’ll keep 
on going. Ain’t no use stepping into 
the ring if you’re not going to give 
it your all, and if you’re going to let 
a little blood get in your way, 
there’s just no use even bothering. 
This sport’s never been for the faint 
of heart, and nobody’s ever 
accused me of being faint of heart. 
MANKIEWICZ: Is your wife faint of 
heart? 

FUNK: I gave her the choice. She 
didn’t have to come to the arena 
that night. Nobody was dragging 


her. She chose to come. | guess 
maybe she’s become as immune to 
some of this stuff as | have, though 
I don’t think she liked it when | 
hugged her when | had all that 
blood all over me (Laughs). She 
knows by now that for all the 
bleeding and broken bones, I’m 


gonna come out of it alive. At least 
I’m pretty confident that I am. | 
think she is, too, though it’s hard to 
tell sometimes. We don’t much talk 
about it. 

ROSENBAUM: | wonder how she 
felt when Reggie Bennett jumped 
into the ring and piledrived you. 


WHY HE WAS INTERVIEWED: 
Had won the ECW title in a triangle 
match, which included Stevie 
Richards and then-champion 
Raven ... Rumors of Funk’s im- 
pending retirement were swirling 
before and after that bout ... PW/ 
editors wanted to know if Funk’s 
second reign as champion would 
be his last hurrah. 

POSITION IN RATINGS: No. 10 in 
Top 10; No. 1 in ECW. 

AFTER THE INTERVIEW: Lost the 
title to Sabu on August 9, 1997 ... 
Toured Japan, then returned to his 
hometown of Amarillo where he 
lost to WWF World champion Bret 
Hart ... Entered the WWF in late- 
1997 and adopted “Chainsaw 
Charlie” as his new persona ... Had 
a falling out with partner Cactus 
Jack, then lost a falls-count-any- 
where slugfest to his younger rival. 


CURRENT STATUS; Is teaming with 
his latest protege, 2 Cold Scorpio. 

INTERVIEWER’S COMMENT (Dave 
Rosenbaum): “This was the first 
time | realized that Funk really had 
mellowed with age. | didn’t see the 
raging, seething Terry Funk that 
tried to break Dusty Rhodes’ leg or 
attempted to suffocate Ric Flair with 
a plastic bag. I’m glad that side of 
Terry Funk is gone. Now he is final- 
ly at peace with himself. Funk 
knows his father would be proud.” 

LOOKING BACK, THE INTERVIEW- 
EE SAYS: “It's hard to believe that 
it's been a year since that inter- 
view—and everybody’s still won- 
dering when the ol’ Funker is going 
to retire. They were asking me in 
1997 and everybody's asking in 
1998. Hell, they were asking me 
that question in 1982. And they'll 
probably still be askin’ me in 2010.” 


FUNK: Embarrassed. But Reggie 
Bennett's a big woman, as big and 
tough as any man. Heck, maybe she 
is a man. I don’t know. You see 
stranger things these days. But you 
know what I was thinking at that 
very moment? | was thinking about 
Tommy Dreamer’s vow that he 
wouldn’t interfere in the match, and 
1 was hoping he had reconsidered. 
APTER: Which he had. 

FUNK: Good thing, but | have faith 
in myself. I’ve worked my way out 
of stickier situations, and | would’ve 
worked my way out of that one. 
MANKIEWICZ: Come to think of it, 
you've retired before and come back. 
FUNK: And that could happen 
again. Nothing’s final in this world 
except death, and | ain’t even sure 
about that. You just never know 
what's going to happen. 

APTER: Speaking of final, Terry, we 
think we owe it to you to let you 
have the final word today. 

FUNK: Fine. I’d just like to thank 
Tommy Dreamer again for being so 
gracious. He showed a lot of 
sportsmanship and character by 
doing what he did. I’m just glad | 
was able to live up to his expecta- 
tions. | also want to thank the peo- 
ple out there who never stopped 
believing in Terry Funk. Their sup- 
port means a lot to me. oO 
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YOUR NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


STREET ADDRESS 


City, STATE, ZIP 


WRESTLER’S NAME (NO PRO WRESTLER NAMES) 
Wear-Down Holds (#1-60): Choose 10. Only use a hold once. 
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Set-Up Holds (#61-90): Choose 5, Only use a hold once. 
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Finishing Hold: Create your own final maneuver or choose a hold 
from the 90 shown. 


Opponents: Mark the numbers of the men you wish to challenge. 
O1 02 03 04 05 O6 O7 O8 Os O10 
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ILLUSTRAT <p Hg 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


‘VaVNVO N 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NO 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101. 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


“TX This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones, 
Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minuret@anada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4457/08-97 
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REEL YALNIAR ACSI SS MISIACSSE! USLVaGLositi tl JN iLosaam Yaa 


The Biggest Names in the World Wrestling Federation’. 
Steve Austin, Shawn Michaels, The Undertaker, Kane, 
Ken Shamrock, Rocky Maivia, Triple H and more! 


The Only Wrestling Game on N64 with 640 x 480 Hi-Rez™ Graphics 
Photo-realistic polygonal wrestlers and 3-D environments. 


Create-A-Wrestler 
Customize a wrestlers gender, body, face, strength and costume. Stone Cold Steve Austin™ 
World Wrestling Federajion Champion 


Over 300 Motion Captured Maneuvers from the wis Finest 
Finishing moves like “The Stone Cold Stunner” 
and Shawn Michaels’ “Sweet Chin Music.’ 


_ 

The Only Professional Wrestling’ Game with 2-Man Commentary ¥ : 

Vince McMahon and Jim Ross bring you the action from ringside. 

Wrestle in Multiple “True To The Ring” Matches 

Steel Cage, Gauntlet, Weapons, Royal Rumble and ¥¥ Challenge. 


4-Player Action 
One-on-One, Tag Team, Three- and Four-Player War Mode. 


PlayStation 


NAS PENDS 
= : : '™ | on Game Boy. 
ESR 


® www.acclaimsports.com 


Features listed refer to Nintendo 64 and PlayStation versions. For more information on game ratings contact the ESRB at 1-800-771-3772 ba World Wrestling Federation and 
its logos are trademarks of Titan Sports, Inc, © 1998 Titan Sports, Inc. All rights reserved. Nintendo 64, Game Boy and the 3-D “N™ logo are trademarks of Nintendo of America 
Inc. © 1296 Nintendo of America Inc. PlayStation and the PlayStation logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Acciaim is a division and registered 
trademark of Acclaim Entertainment, Inc. ® and © 1998 Acclaim Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved. Screen shots shown are from the Nintendo 64 version. 
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